
EXPLORE THE BIBLE 

June 3, 2018 

Dr. Tim S. Smith 
 

Respected 
 

Scripture Passage: 2 Sam. 1:22-27; 2:1-7 

The Point: God calls individuals to lead His people, and they should be honored as such.  
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

A. David, the ruler through whose lineage God promised to one day send an everlasting    

     Righteous Ruler, the Messiah. 

 1. 2 Samuel, records the story of David’s forty-year kingship from the time he  

              gained the throne until his death.  

 2. It begins with David’s response to the news that Saul and Jonathan, Saul’s son  

              and David’s friend, had been killed. 

 B. A young Amalekite man arrived with news of King Saul’s defeat and death.  He  

     presented three forms of evidence in support of his story. 

1. He claimed that he happened upon the king as Saul lay dying on the battlefield     

    (v.6). 

  2. He stated that he had engaged Saul in a conversation and then finished the deed  

                        at the king’s request (vv.7-9).  

  3. He showed David items he had taken from the king’s corpse (v.10).  

C. Rather than rewarding the Amalekite for his role in Saul’s death, David executed him  

     for daring to strike a blow against the Lord’s appointed ruler.  

D. Afterward, David led his followers in grieving the deaths of Saul and Jonathan.  

1. He memorialized the two leaders in a lament (vv.19-27).  
 

II. COMMEMORATION (2 Sam. 1:22-27)  

 A. The magnitude of the disastrous defeat for Israel could only be fully countered by  

     recalling the slain warrior/king’s great achievements on previous battlefields.  

 B. Saul and his son were combat heroes who had led Israelite troops to numerous  

               victories over enemy armies (v.22).  

 C. Saul and Jonathan also displayed personal charm that endeared them to the general  

               population and both men’s character exemplified loyalty to the nation and to each  

               other (v.23).  

 D. Saul was responsible for maintaining the conditions that made it possible for economic     

               growth (v.24).  

 E. The theme of David’s lament is “how the mighty have fallen” and it appears three  

               times (v.25). 

  1. “mighty” = champion 

 F. Jonathan’s friendship mystified David (v.26). 

 G. Israel’s best human weaponry had failed to protect Israel’s soldiers (v.27).  
 

  



III. CORONATION (2 Sam. 2:1-4a)  

 A. David more than likely cast lots to determine the answers of his questions of the Lord.   

 B. Why Hebron? 

  1. It possessed strong roots in Israel’s history.  

  2. It was located within the territory of Judah. 

  3. It was a prominent city of refuge in the region. 

  4. It held family connections that ensured David of local support and safety.  

  5. It was one of the towns given to the priests as a place to live and the presence of  

                        the priest reinforced David’s claims of kingship within the tribe of Judah.  

  6. It could easily support the increased population caused by David’s move to the  

                         city.  

 C. David went with his two wives (v.2). 

 D. There were more than 1,000 people involved in this move and that number would  

     overwhelm an ancient city so they settled in the area around Hebron (v.3). 

 E. The first step for David to become the king of all Israel was to become the ruler of his     

               tribe (v.4a).  

IV. COMMENDATION (2 Sam. 2:4b-7)  

 A. “they” = the family leaders of Judah who traveled to Hebron to anoint David as king  

                (v.4).  

 B. David sent a delegation to travel from Hebron to Jabesh-gilead and deliver a message  

               to the people (v.5).  

  1. “bless” = to endow with power for success and prosperity. 

 C. David’s prayer-blessing called on God to show kindness and faithfulness (v.6). 

  1. “kindness” = God’s steadfast love and grace. 

  2. “faithfulness” = truthfulness and authenticity that results in trust.  

 D. Even in the face of great loss and grief, God’s people could trust Him to provide new  

               leadership for the future (v.7).  

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

A. Believers can celebrate the faithful service of leaders whom God has called. 

B. Believers must seek God and His timing.   

C. Believers should honor the leaders God provides them, both in the past and present.   

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

a. Invite to group to write the names of leaders that they respect on the     

    board.  State that in today’s study we will discover what it really means to  

    respect our leaders. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Give each the name and address of a staff member and/or leader in your  

    church.  Provide them with a “thank you” card and ask them to write a    

    note to their leader this week. 
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