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Our Response 
 

Scripture Passage: Psalm 138:1-8 

The Point: Thanksgiving is the proper response to God’s answer to our prayers. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. Psalm 138 is an individual song of thanksgiving. 

  1. David expressed gratitude for divine deliverance from a crisis. 

  2. The mention of the Lord’s temple (v.2) suggests that David was looking ahead  

                         to the time when Solomon would build the temple, or it was written after the  

                         Temple was constructed and in memory of King David. 

 B. Psalm 138 can be divided into three sections.  

1. A promise to give thanks to God and the reasons for doing so (vv.1-3).  

2. The responses of earthly kings who hear about God (vv.4-6).  

3. The return of the testimony of ongoing trust in God (vv.7-8). 
 

II. I WILL THANK (Psalm 138:1-3) 

 A. David promised to carry out four acts of thanksgiving to God (vv.1-2). 

  1. Give thanks to God for His character and His ways. 

   a. I will proclaim who God is and there is no hypocrisy in my private and  

                                   public devotion. 

  2. Sing praises to the Lord in front of those that know and do not know God. 

  3. Bow down = an act of great humility. 

  4. Give thanks for God’s name = praising a name was to recognize the person’s  

    essential character. 

 B. The reasons David desired to give thanks to the Lord. 

  1. The Lord’s constant love. 

  2. The Lord’s truth or reliability. 

  3. The Lord’s name and promises are above all. 

 C. David described the motivation that prompted him to compose this thanksgiving psalm  

               (v.3). 

  1. David called to God. 

  2. God heard, on the day which David called. 

  3. The Lord answered and encouraged David. 
 

  



III. THEY WILL BOW (Psalm 138:4-6) 

 A. David continues to speak directly to God (v.4). 

  1. In the New Testament, the apostle Paul declared that one day every knee would  

    bow and every tongue would confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil. 2:9-11). 

  2. They will acknowledge that God is the only true God by the words He speaks. 

 B. The rulers of the world’s kingdoms will sing praises about God and they will sing to  

     God (v.5). 

 1. The reason that kings will give thanks and sing is that the Lord’s glory is great. 

 C. Even though God is so much more than us, He is neither distant nor uncaring toward  

               His creation (v.6). 

  1. He is fully aware of the lowliest of His people. 

  2. God sees our prideful actions and attitudes always. 
 

IV. GOD WILL FULFILL (Psalm 138:7-8) 

 A. David returns to his personal testimony in declaring God’s love and perfect  

     knowledge, as well God’s power to fulfill His promises. 

 B. David anticipated that he would continue to face dangerous circumstances in the future  

     (v.7). 

  1. preserve = to let live 

  2. hand = power and strength. 

 C. David makes a bold statement of faith and then makes a request of the Lord (v.8). 

  1. David was committed the Lord’s will for his life. 

  2. David prayed that the Lord would not forsake the working out of His purposes. 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Believers should joyfully give thanks to God for what He does, including answering  

     prayer. 

B. Everyone ultimately will recognize God’s sovereignty, some out of thankfulness and  

     others out of fear. 

C. Believers can rely on God’s power to fulfill His purposes in their lives. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. What has God done in your life this week that you are thankful for? 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Commit to express your thankfulness to God for at least one thing this  

    week. 
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