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Finding Strength 
 

Scripture Passage: 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10; 13:2-8 

The Point: Believers can trust in God’s strength when confronted with their weaknesses. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. In this session Paul wrote about a weakness he endured that kept him humble and  

               trusting in God. 

 B. He boasted of his difficulties because they kept his faith anchored in the sufficiency of  

               God. 

 C. In this study Paul told of receiving special revelations from God, he revealed that God  

               had given him a thorn in the flesh to keep him humble. Paul boasted of the weaknesses  

     that kept him humble and dependent on God’s power. 

D. At the end of the letter Paul focused on his upcoming visit to Corinth and he hoped to  

     find the Corinthians repentant and obedient to God. 
 

II. PAUL’S WEAKNESS (2 Corinthians 12:7b-10) 

 A. In defending his credentials Paul states that God had given him special revelations  

               (v.7a). 

 B. “thorn in the flesh” = Paul had a chronic problem related to his physical well-being  

     that was both painful and a hindrance in his ministry as a gospel evangelist (v.7b). 

 1. We don’t know what the thorn was. 

 2. He saw the thorn as a positive, he saw it as a gift. 

 3. The thorn helped him stay humble. 

 4. Satan could have used the thorn if Paul responded incorrectly. 

 C. Because the pain was so severe, Paul asked God to remove it (v.8). 

  1. Paul knew he needed to be persistent prayer. 

  2. He recalled the three occasions of requested to be delivered. 

  3. He had witnessed miracles and now he believed that the Lord could deliver him  

              as well. 

 D. God answered his three requests (v.9). 

  1. God promised Paul that His grace would overcome any weakness the apostle  

                         suffered. 

  2. Paul recognized that his thorn actually helped him stay dependent on God. He  

    realized that God was using the thorn to strengthen his faith. 

3. Those who opposed Paul bragged about their gifts and abilities but Paul would  

    brag about his weakness and difficulties. 

 E. Paul concluded with a list of sufferings he could now be content in (v.10). 

  1. “weaknesses” = physical disabilities. 

2.  “insults, persecutions” =  opposition to Christian faith and ministry. 

3.  “hardships, difficulties” = the general challenges of human life. 
 



III. CHRIST’S STRENGTH (2 Corinthians 13:2-4) 

 A. In chapter 13, Paul focused on his upcoming (third) visit to Corinth that he feared  

               would have to include disciplining some of the unrepentant Corinthian believers. 

 B. Paul was coming to address the situation (v.2). 

  1. The time for leniency would be over. 

 C. Their demand for proof sounded similar to the Jews’ demand for signs before  

               believing in Jesus Christ (v.3). 

  1. He warned that when he came to visit, the offenders would see Christ’s power in  

              ways they didn’t expect. 

 D. God the Father demonstrated that superior power in raising Jesus from the dead,  

               completely overcoming that power of sin and death (v.4). 

  1. If the disobedient Corinthians did not repent of their sins, God would discipline 

              them and, through Paul, show them His power and their weakness. 
 

IV. OUR CHOICE (2 Corinthians 13:5-8) 

 A. Paul turned the tables on those who wanted him to provide proof of his apostleship  

               (vv.5-6). 

  1. Some of the Corinthians were failing the basic test of discipleship. 

 B. Paul emphasized that his main concern was not for his reputation but for the  

               Corinthians’ spiritual growth (v.7). 

  1. The false teachers in Corinth boasted and built their reputations for personal  

    gain but Paul defended his reputation for the benefit of the Corinthians. 

 C. What Paul meant by being unable to oppose the truth was that he would not  

compromise the gospel message no matter what the cost to his comfort, safety, or 

health (v.8). 

 D. He was also unwilling to compromise the moral standards of the Christian life to avoid  

               criticism or conflict. 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Believers can find comfort and security in the grace God provides through His Son. 

B. Believers need to be aware that the power of the gospel is seen in God’s discipline of    

     His people. 

C. All people must carefully examine their lives, looking for evidence of their salvation. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Describe a time when God worked in and through you during a time of  

                        weakness. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Identify your areas of weakness and resolve to trust and rely on the  

   strength of God anytime you are going through adversities. Pray for help  

   in finding contentment within those weaknesses. 
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