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Enjoying God’s Comfort 
 

Scripture Passage: 2 Corinthians 1:3-14 

The Point: Believers find comfort in knowing that others benefit from and God is honored 

through their trials. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. Paul wrote 2 Corinthians during a time of suffering for him and those he wrote.  

1. The suffering Paul faced was persecution from unbelievers and difficulties  

    caused by unspiritual believers. 

2. During this difficult time God provided comfort to Paul and, through Paul, to  

    those he wrote. 

B. In this session, we will explore how Paul comforted the faithful in Corinth and 

     urged them to glorify God. 

 C. Paul visited Corinth after writing 1 Corinthians and wrote a follow letter but it has  

               been lost.  He wrote 2 Corinthians in preparation for his next visit. 

 D. The purpose of the letter was to defend his integrity and ministry as an apostle against  

               false teachers who had gained influence in the Corinthian church. 
 

II. COMFORTED (2 Corinthians 1:3-7) 

 A. Paul praised God for His comfort during times of suffering and he reminded them that  

               God would also comfort them in their difficult times. 

 B. “blessed be” = is more than a statement addressed to God but it is also call for others  

     to worship Him (v.3). 

 1. “Father of mercies” = God is compassionate and slow to anger. 

 2. “God of all comfort” = God’s strength to believers in times of suffering. 

 C. As we go through our suffering, God strengthens us but we are only able to fully  

     overcome when we allow that source of comfort to be shared (v.4). 

 D. What shows more, your suffering or His comfort? (v.5). 

 E. There is purpose in our suffering (v.6). 

  1. “patient endurance” =  is not just the ability to bear up under suffering but also  

               carries the idea of hope and strength. 

F. This was a troubled church but Paul never saw them as hopeless (v.7). 
 

III. TESTED (2 Corinthians 1:8-11) 

 A. “Asia” = modern day Turkey (v.8). 

  1. The affliction was caused during the incident described in Acts 19:23-41. 

 B. They contemplated whether it was God’s will for them to die a martyr’s death (v.9). 

 C. The missionaries had been delivered from death, they were being delivered in their  

     present situation and they looked forward to being delivered to eternity in heaven  

     (v.10). 

  



 

D. Their prayers were a partnership in the delivery of Paul as well as the harvest in the  

                future (v.10). 
 

IV. ACCEPTED (2 Corinthians 1:12-14) 

 A. They had demonstrated godly sincerity and purity in all their dealings with the  

               Corinthians (v.12). 

  1. The results that they witnessed were not the result of human effort. 

 B. Paul assured the Corinthians that he had no hidden motives or dishonest statements in  

     his letters (v.13a). 

 C. Their understanding of Paul’s ministry and the important spiritual truths that he  

     addressed were not completely accepted (vv.13b-14). 

D. Paul wanted the Corinthians to boast in him just as he wanted to boast in them. 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. We can be comforted when facing sufferings because God is present and using those  

                experiences to impact others. 

B. We can celebrate the testing of our faith, knowing that God will strengthen us and  

     demonstrate His power. 

C. We can recognize the work of God in and through others and accept them as co- 

     laborers. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. What brings you comfort when things are not going well for you? 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Resolve to turn to God rather than your own skills and abilities when  

              times get difficult.  

b. Remember that God is faithful and has the power to heal and restore us. 
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