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Understanding Love 
 

Scripture Passage: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

The Point: Believers are to be motivated by love when serving others. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. Paul addressed the problems caused by the conflicts at the church in Corinth.  

1. Their attitudes towards each other resulted in divisions and quarrels.  

2. The real problem was that they lacked the essential element that would enable    

    them to experience life together: LOVE. 

 B. This study is the “love chapter”.  The #1 asked for scripture reading at weddings. 

 C. He had pointed out their conflicts and called them to be unified.  He will soon begin to  

     address their mission.  But the bridge between the two is love. 

 D. The answer for all the problems in the Corinthian church was for them to understand,  

     and live out love.   

 1. agape = the self-giving, compassionate, forgiving, and redemptive love that  

    Christ demonstrated and commanded His followers to show toward one another. 
 

II. NECESSITY OF LOVE (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 

 A. Paul addresses the essential nature of love. “And I will show you an even better way” 

               (12:31b) 

B. He said that a person who excelled in smarts, skills, and sacrifices achieves nothing of  

     real worth if he or she lacks love as the primary motivation. 

 C. “human or angelic tongues” = that which they thought was the most spiritual act (v.1). 

  1. “noisy gong or a clanging cymbal” = think of the most irritating sound. 

  2. love – others before me. 

 D. A great preacher, a person of great wisdom and leadership; what church would not  

     want that person to be their pastor?  Paul says the most important attribute is to love  

     others more than self (v.2). 

E. Giving away all possessions and even giving up your life is all for nothing if the  

     motive is not love (v.3). 
 

III. NATURE OF LOVE (1 Corinthians 13:4-7) 

 A. What is agape love?  Paul states what love is and what love is not. Christlike love is  

               not just an emotion. It includes both attitudes and actions. The source of agape-love is  

               God Himself (vv.4-5). 

  1. “patient” = slow to anger. 

  2. “kind” = acts of mercy. 

  3. “does not envy” = seeking after what another has; at all costs. 

  4. “not boastful” = taking credit for what God does. 

  5. “not arrogant” = the opposite of humility. 

  6. “not rude” = behavior that is immoral or indecent. 



  7. “not self-seeking” = without concern for others whether in actions or words. 

  8. “not irritable” = quick temper, a hothead, always in a fight. 

  9. “does not keep a record of wrongs” = no scoreboard! 

 B. Real love knows what is right and stands for it but never accepts sinful behavior in  

               name of love (v.6). 

 C. Four positive characteristics of love (v.7). 

  1. “bears all things” = continuing in the difficult moments. 

  2. “believes all things” = confidence in others. 

3. “hopes all things” = trust in God, a person of faith. 

4. “endures all things” = ongoing hardships. 
 

IV. PERMANENCE OF LOVE (1 Corinthians 13:8-13) 

 A. Love is able to withstand anything and in the end will be there when others are not  

     (v.8). 

 1. The things they prized the most would end; prophecies, tongues, and knowledge. 

 B. As humans we are limited but there will be a day when Jesus returns and we are in  

     heaven that all our limitations will not matter (vv.9-10). 

 C. Think about how far you’ve come since you were a child (v.11). 

 D. We only have the picture of God but one day we will see Him (v.12). 

 E. Love is what matters most (v.13). 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Believers who use their gifts motivated by love will make the greatest impact. 

B. Believers should be characterized by actions that demonstrate godly love for others. 

C. Believers should base their lives on things that have an eternal duration, with love  

     being one such item. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group to discuss how our culture misuses the word love. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. In what ways can we demonstrate the love of God through the ministries  

                        of our class and church? 
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