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Guilty 
 

Scripture Passage: Romans 1:18-28, 32 

The Point: Ignoring God leads to destruction. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. This session’s Bible passage focuses on guilt.  

1. God established His righteous standards and no one can offer excuses for their  

    sin.  

2. Whether by sins of commission (doing wrong) or omission (failing to do right),  

    we all fall short of God’s standard. 

3. Were it not for God’s mercy in providing the way of salvation, we would face  

    the eternal consequences of His judgment. 

 B. Paul laid a foundation for his detailed exposition of the gospel.  

1. The gospel was not an abstract idea, instead it is very personal.  

2. The gospel revealed God’s power to save everyone who believes in Christ,  

    whether Jews or Gentiles.  

3. We can never achieve salvation on our own, but receive it as a gift by faith. 
 

II. REVEALED IN NATURE (Romans 1:18-20) 

 A. Paul pointed to God’s self-revelation in His creation as the reason all people are  

               without excuse for their sin.  

B. Sadly, most human beings suppress the truth of God rather than accepting it and acting  

     on it. 

C. God’s wrath is His response to human sin arising from the attribute of His     

     righteousness (v.18). 

 1. His wrath is both temporal and eternal judgments against human sinfulness.  

2. God’s purpose (even in His wrath) is to restore His creation to the perfection He  

    intended from the start. 

3. “is revealed from heaven” = God is engaged with His creation to bring about His  

     righteous purposes. 

4. “suppress” = the godlessness and unrighteousness not only hurt themselves but  

     others too. 

 D. People are surrounded by enough natural evidence to know that God is real (v.19). 

 E. Creation proclaims the message of the Creator thus no one can claim exemption from  

    God’s accountability because of ignorance (v.20). 
 

III. REPLACED BY NONSENSE (Romans 1:21-23) 

 A. The evil of the human mind was the result of rejecting God and we made idols to take  

               the place of the eternal God. 

 B. “they” = humankind - past, present and future (v.21). 

  1. Failure to honor God results in self-reliance and, eventually, self-worship. 



  2. Godless thinking leads away from God and results in more rebellion against  

    God. 

 C. In their sinful spiritual condition, human beings became vain in their reasoning and  

               dark in their decision-making (vv.22-23). 

  1. “wise” = to know what is right and good. 

  2. “fools” = silly and depraved. 

  3. They worship that which is created instead of the creator. 
 

IV. DELIVERED OVER (Romans 1:24-28) 

 A. God remains in ultimate control of His creation, and that includes deciding the  

               consequences of human sinfulness. 

 B. When people reject God and idolize their human nature, sexual desire quickly moves  

     to wickedness (v.24). 

 1. Sexual sin causes harm to the physical body. 

 C. “a lie” = anything or any false teaching that Satan puts in front of us (v.25). 

 D. God alone is worthy of being praised forever. He alone deserves our worship. 

 E. God designed human sexual desire for the marriage covenant between a husband and  

     wife (vv.26-27). 

1. Satan’s lie was (and is) that sexual desire was made for whatever practices  

    people want to engage in. 

2. Immoral sexual conduct (of all kinds) is never just a harmless pleasure but  

    carries severe moral, emotional, and even physical consequences. 

 F. The sinful human nature begets sinful actions which leads to the inability to know  

     what is not right (v.28). 
 

V. DESERVING DEATH (Romans 1:32) 

 A. Even though they know the consequences they still reject God. 

 B. People who reject God not only practice evil but also encourage others to do the same. 
 

VI. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. God reveals Himself in His creation. 

B. Rejecting God’s truth leads to darkness and foolishness. 

C. Rejecting God leads to devaluing life. 

D. Refusing to honor God justifies a sentence of death. 

E. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Name examples of when ignoring a problem can lead to disastrous results. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Are you worshipping the creation instead of the Creator? 

 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. Guilty & Romans 1:18-28, 32 

  2. Ignoring God leads to destruction. 
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