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Justified 
 

Scripture Passage: Romans 3:21–4:3 

The Point: All who accept the gospel by faith are justified before the Father. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. “justified” = we have been placed into a right relationship with God even though we  

                have sinned, our sin and guilt has been cleansed by the blood of Jesus. 

 B. The result of our justification is that we are able to experience the kind of relationship  

                with God that He intended for humankind from creation. 

C. Sinful people cannot justify themselves; only God can make us right with Him.  

D. Christ’s substitutionary atonement means that God placed our sins on the sinless Son  

     of God, and He died in our place. 
 

II. THROUGH FAITH (Romans 3:21-24) 

 A. Paul declared that right standing before God comes only though faith in Jesus Christ. 

 B. The law’s purpose was to demonstrate humanity’s desperate need for the Savior  

     (v.21). 

 1. “apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been revealed” = we cannot  

     earn or merit salvation. 

2. Paul declared the Old Testament attested that God’s righteousness cannot be  

    gained through the law but is received by His grace as a gift through   

    relationship of faith and loyalty. 

 C. Saving faith involves a reliance of one’s entire being on God’s willingness to forgive  

     sins, transform the heart, and give everlasting life (v.22). 

 D. All people; including Jews, have fallen vastly short of God’s standard based on His  

     character (v.23). 

E. The good news (v.24). 

 1. God does what we cannot do for ourselves. 

 2. We don’t deserve it and can’t earn it. 

 3. Jesus has delivered us from the bondage of sin. 
 

III. IN JESUS (Romans 3:25-26) 

 A. Jesus gave His life (v.25). 

  1. “atoning sacrifice” = His death paid the price for our sin.  

  2. Faith is the only way sinners can receive forgiveness established by Christ’s  

              atonement. 

 3. The purpose of Christ’s atoning sacrifice served to demonstrate God’s  

     righteousness. 

  



 

 B. To underscore his argument from the previous verse, Paul reiterated the main truths 

               involved in the doctrine of substitutionary atonement (v.26). 
 

IV. FOR ALL PEOPLE (Romans 3:27-31) 

 A. Since salvation is available to all people through faith in Jesus, there is no place for  

     self-righteous boasting (v.27). 

 B. Paul urged believers in Rome to embrace the same conclusion that he had reached  

               (v.28). 

 C. There is one God and He is for all people (v.29). 

 D. Faith is the human response by which we receive God’s gracious justification (v.30). 

 E. Salvation through faith in Christ does not render the law useless (v.31). 
 

V. INCLUDING ABRAHAM (Romans 4:1-3) 

 A. Paul linked his teaching about justification by faith to a powerful Old Testament story  

     that the Jewish believers in particular would immediately respect (v.1). 

B. Abraham could boast about his faith but it would do no good before God (v.2). 

C. Paul quoted Genesis 15:6, Abraham’s faith was exactly the right response God  

     required (v.3). 

 

VI. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. God gives salvation freely to anyone who places their faith in Jesus. 

B. God declares those who place faith in Jesus to be righteous. 

C. Since all are saved through faith in Jesus, boasting is excluded. 

D. Faith is the only path to God. 

E. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. What were some things you’ve done in the past to make up for wrongs  

    you committed with parents, spouse, children or others? 

   b. We can never do enough to make up or to make right our sin with God. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Have you put in faith Jesus for your salvation? 

   b. Are you thankful for that salvation every day? 

 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. Justified & Romans 3:21–4:3 

  2. All who accept the gospel by faith are justified before the Father. 
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