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Compelled 
 

Scripture Passage: Romans 1:1-7,13-17 

The Point: The transforming power of the gospel compels believers to share it with others. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. Romans confronts us with both the hope of God’s grace and the righteousness of God. 

 B. It is a letter from the apostle Paul to Christians living in first-century Rome. 

 C. Paul wrote Romans while he stayed in Corinth during the winter of AD 56-57, while  

     he was traveling to Jerusalem to deliver a relief offering for suffering Christians. 

 D. Paul wanted to present the gospel he preached prior to his intended visit to Rome so  

               that each believer could know, live, and proclaim the truth. 

 E. In this week’s study we will see that Paul was compelled to take the one true message  

     of salvation to all who needed to hear it. 
 

II. THE GOSPEL DESCRIBED (Romans 1:1-7) 

 A. Paul introduced himself as a servant, called and set apart (v.1). 

  1. He did not identify himself by recalling his substantial Jewish heritage. 

  2. “servant” = one who is owned as a slave, Christ owned Paul completely. 

  3. “apostle” = one that is sent out, Jesus used this term to describe the 12. 

  4. “set apart” = preaching the gospel to the gentiles. 

 B. Paul referred to the OT with its numerous passages that foretold the Messiah’s coming  

     to earth to save people from their sins (v.2). 

C. He describes the gospel as being found in Christ and proven in His resurrection (v.3-4). 

  1. You could spend the entire lesson on these two verses. 

  2. Paul confirms the fact that Jesus was a descendant of David. 

  3. He next confirms His deity. 

 D. The source of Paul’s salvation and his service is Jesus (v.5). 

  1. Paul’s God-called mission was to proclaim the gospel to the Gentiles. 

 E. Paul’s mission to the Gentiles included the people of Rome whom Christ had also  

    called to salvation and service (v.6). 

F. Paul identifies the recipients of the letter and blesses them (v.7). 
 

III. THE GOSPEL DEBT (Romans 1:13-15) 

 A. As the apostle to the Gentiles, Paul felt obligated to take the message of Christ to  

     places where Gentiles were predominant. 

 B. Paul knew that his ministry plans could change quickly and often (v.13). 

  1. Preaching in Rome had been on his list for some time. 

  2. Unexpected events such as falling ill, being imprisoned, or tending to another  

    church in crisis had hindered his plans. 

3. Paul had a positive evaluation of his ministry and expected the Holy Spirit to  

  continue that work in Rome. 



 C. He felt that he owed them the good news of Jesus (v.14). 

  1. “Greeks” = the civilized and sophisticated of society. 

  2. “barbarians” = all the rest of the world. 

  3. “wise” = the educated. 

  4. “foolish” = the masses of people who were unschooled in the ways of God. 

 D. Paul was willing and ready to preach the Good News to those in Rome (v.15).  
 

IV. THE GOSPEL DECLARED (Romans 1:16-17) 

 A. “not ashamed” = Jesus died the death of a wicked person, others opposed the message  

      thus some remained silent (v.16). 

 B. Why was Paul not ashamed of the Gospel? 

  1. The gospel displays the power of God for salvation. 

  2. The gospel offers forgiveness and restoration to sinners. Even the worst of  

    sinners! 

  3. The gospel is available to all people. That is regardless of ethnicity, gender, or  

                        social status but does not state that every person will be saved. 

 C. The “it” is the Gospel (v.17). 

  1. God is so righteous that He makes us righteous through His actions. 

  2. “faith to faith” = God gives us His righteousness through our expression of faith. 

 D. “the righteous will live by faith” = quotation from Habakkuk 2:4. 

  1. Our daily lives as believers should reflect His righteousness, holiness, and  

                         purity. 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Truth is found in the gospel. 

B. Knowing the truth obligates believers to share with those yet to know. 

C. Truth produces conviction and boldness in those who believe. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group to describe their experience with some powerful source.  

                                  Some may have lived through a storm others may have had a fire in their  

                                  home.  The point is to state that the power of the gospel is the most  

                                  powerful force ever known. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Ask the group is their life has been changed by the power of Christ? 

   b. Ask the group is they share Paul’s boldness in sharing the gospel? 

 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. Compelled & Romans 1:1-7,13-17 

  2. The transforming power of the gospel compels believers to share it with others. 
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