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Scripture Passage: Deuteronomy 18:15-22 

The Point: God provides messengers to represent Him in this world. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. In Deuteronomy 12:1–16:17 Moses focused attention on helps and hindrances to  

     genuine worship. 

B. Deuteronomy 16:18–26:19 focuses on additional elements intended to set Israel apart  

     from the surrounding nations. 

1. The nation’s political and religious leaders were to demonstrate righteousness  

    and faithfulness to the Lord’s covenant requirements. 
 

II. THE NEED (Deuteronomy 18:15-17) 

 A. Moses reminded the Israelites of the occasion at Mount Horeb when they witnessed  

     the Lord’s revelation in the form of thunder, lightning, and smoke. 

 B. The prophet = “forth-telling” God’s message to His people (v.15). 

  1. “raise up” =  he would be a genuine spokesman for the Lord, not a false prophet. 

  2. “like me” = they would faithfully and accurately reveal God’s truth to the people  

                         as Moses had done and he had known God in a personal way. 

  3. “among your own brothers” = these future prophets would be like Moses in that  

     they would come from among their own people. 

4. “listen” = they would obey the message. 

 C. Moses recalled the Israelites’ reaction (see Ex. 20:18-19) to the Lord’s revelation at  

               Mount Sinai (v.16). 

  1. They recognized the need for someone to stand between them and the Lord’s  

                         awesome presence. 

 D. The Lord confirmed that the people had accurately recognized their unworthiness to  

     stand in His holy presence (v.17). 
 

III. THE PROVISION (Deuteronomy 18:18-19) 

 A. Moses recounted God’s pleasure with the people’s request for someone to represent  

     God to them.  

B. God promised to raise up a prophet who, like Moses, would convey God’s directives,  

     leaving the people without excuse. 

 C. The genuine prophet’s role is as God’s spokesperson, the true prophet would act as  

    God’s mouthpiece and he would deliver the whole message that the Lord revealed to  

    him (v.18). 

 D. The true prophet’s authority is stated in that the Lord will hold accountable hearers  

     who fail to heed that prophet’s message (v.19). 

 1. The prophets were accountable as well. 

 2. They were to speak God’s message, not just their ideas! 



 

IV. THE TEST (Deuteronomy 18:20-22) 

 A. Moses explained that individuals claiming to be prophets would be validated when  

     what they spoke came true. 

 B. The Lord emphasized the severe consequences for prophesying falsely (v.20). 

  1. “not commanded him to speak” = never received a message from the Lord. 

  2. “in the name of other gods” = not consistent with previous message. 

 C. “How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?” (v.21) 

 D. If they make a prediction and doesn’t happen then they are a false prophet (v.22). 

  1. Do not be alarmed  or respect the false prophets. 

  2. Remember that the false prophets were to be put to death! 

  3. The Israelites must not allow a false prophet’s threats to turn them away from  

    the Lord. 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Our sin keeps us from approaching God without Jesus Christ as our Mediator. 

B. God raises up messengers who faithfully deliver His message. 

C. Godly messengers will be validated by God in time. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group to determine who in the group that sounds alike the most.   

    Then do the same with finding a pair that looks alike the most. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Pray for your pastor and other teachers in your church. 

   b. Who were the godly messengers in your life?  Send them a note of thanks  

    this week. 

c. How is God calling you to be His faithful messenger? 

 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. Revealed & Deuteronomy 18:15-22 

  2. God provides messengers to represent Him in this world. 
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