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Scripture Passage: Acts 28:17-28 

The Point: The gospel message is for all people; some will believe, but others will not. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. In our last study, Paul’s journey of faith encourages us to keep on sharing the gospel  

     with others.  

 1. No matter what kinds of adversity may impact our lives, we should continue to  

    talk about Jesus.  

2. We know that some will respond positively to our witness and others will not.  

3. Our mission as believers is to keep on telling others about Jesus.  

 B. The last two chapters of Acts cover Paul’s journey as a prisoner by ship from Caesarea  

     to Italy. 
 

II. THE JOURNEY (Acts 28:17-20) 

 A. Paul’s living arrangements in Rome. 

  1. He was allowed to stay in private home. 

2. He was guarded by a single soldier who stayed in the house with Paul.  

3. He was able to receive guests. 

 B. He brought together the leaders of the various synagogues in Rome, may have been  

    10-20 at that time (v.17). 

 1. Paul did not see himself as separate from the Jews but rather as a completed  

    Jew. 

2. He tells them that he has done nothing wrong. 

 C. Paul reminds them that everyone else has recommended that he be released but  

     because he had appealed to Caesar they were required to send him to Rome (v.18). 

 D. If they had released him then he would have been killed by the Jews so for his safety  

     he appealed to Rome (v.19). 

E. Paul was hoping for a different reception by the Jewish leaders in Rome (v.20). 

 1. Paul’s hope was the risen Messiah, Jesus. 

  



III. THE SEEKERS (Acts 28:21-24) 

 A. They had heard nothing from Jerusalem about Paul (v.21). 

  1. He was out of town so they just dropped the pursuit and appearing before Caesar  

    with no real evidence against Paul could end badly for the accusers.  

2. God was protecting Paul. 

 B. They wanted to hear from Paul (v.22). 

  1. They saw Christians as sect or division of Judaism. 

  2. Some people did not have favorable opinion of Christians. 

 C. Many of them came to his home, Paul taught all day, he used the Old Testament,  

               showing them that Jesus was the Messiah (v.23). 

 D. Some responded and others rejected Paul’s message (v.24). 
 

IV. THE RESPONSE (Acts 28:25-28) 

 A. The meeting broke up when Paul addressed those that had rejected his message  

     (vv.25-26). 

 1. Paul uses Isaiah 6:9-10. 

 2. Some will never get it! 

 B. They refuse to accept the obvious (v.27). 

  1. hearts are hardened. (the key is the heart) 

2. ears are deaf. 

3. eyes are blind. 

 C. Paul tells them that the salvation of God will be shared with the Gentiles, they will  

     respond and God will accept them (v.28). 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. God uses a variety of means to bring believers in contact with others who need to  

               know the gospel. 

B. Believers should be looking to share the gospel with all people, especially those who  

    are seeking to know more. 

C. Believers are to be faithful witnesses to all people regardless of their response. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Have the group discuss the reason of why we always keep our cell phones  

    with us at all times.  Just like we keep our cell phones with us at all times  

    we should always be sharing the gospel. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. As a group make plans to support those serving as missionaries and seek  

                        to encourage them. 

  b. Commit to share the gospel message with someone this week. 
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