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Set Free 
 

Scripture Passage: Leviticus 16:3-10, 29-30 

The Point: God promised a way for His people to be free from the guilt of sin. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. In establishing the annual Day of Atonement, God gave the Israelites a vivid picture of  

     sin’s costliness as well as His gracious power. 

 1. You may know it as Yom Kippur.  It was September 29-30, 2017. 

 B. The Day of Atonement is an annual observance that focuses on the purification of the  

     entire Israelite community. 

C. After offering a sacrifice for himself, the high priest slaughtered a goat as a sin  

    offering for the people.  

1. He then expelled from the camp another goat, the scapegoat, symbolizing the  

    removal of sin from the community. 
 

II. PREPARING TO SACRIFICE (Leviticus 16:3-6) 

 A. The Lord is speaking to Moses and He instructs how Aaron was to prepare himself to  

     offer a special sacrifice on the annual Day of Atonement. 

 B. Aaron is to enter the holy of holies with a young bull for the sin offering and a ram for  

               the burnt offering (v.3). 

  1. These offerings were from Aaron and to the Lord, not for the people. 

 C. He was to wear the sacred garments and before putting them on he was to have a bath  

    (v.4). 

 1. These garments were simple and not as ornate as the other garments he wore  

    performing his other priestly duties. 

2. These garments also represented humility on the part of the priest and were  

    made of pure materials. 

D. After presenting sacrifices to atone for his own sins and receiving the Lord’s      

     cleansing, Aaron was personally prepared to minister on behalf of the Israelite people  

     (v.5). 

E. It was critical for Aaron to first make atonement for himself and his family prior to  

    making the sacrifice on behalf of the people (v.6). 
 

III. THE CHOSEN GOAT (Leviticus 16:7-10) 

 A. The Lord instructed Aaron regarding the two male goats he had selected on behalf of  

               the congregation (16:5). 

 B. He was to bring the two goats to the front of the tabernacle (v.7). 

 C. “casts lots” = flipping a coin or rolling dice (v.8).  God was in control of the outcome  

               not Aaron. 

  1. One goat would be sacrificed and the other would be sent into wilderness. 

  2. The one sent into the wilderness depicted the complete removal of the Israelites’  



    sins. 

D. The goat is to be sacrificed and the scapegoat is to be sent into the wilderness (vv.9- 

     10). 
 

IV. THE DAY OF ATONEMENT (Leviticus 16:29-30) 

 A. The Lord established the Day of Atonement as an annual observance for the Israelites.  

B. The purpose of this most holy day was to make atonement for the Israelites’ sins. 

 C. This was to be an annual remembrance (v.29). 

  1. “practice self-denial” = inner pain expressing sorrow for sin by humbling  

     oneself. 

  2. “do no work” = the cessation of work applied to everyone including the non- 

    Jews living with them. 

 D. Atonement is joined with purification using a different verb translated cleanse and  

     clean (v.30). 

  1. The Lord’s forgiveness is what made people clean before Him. 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Believers are to diligently prepare themselves to enter into God’s presence. 

B. Believers can be confident that Jesus’ death on the cross removed the guilt of their sin. 

C. Only Jesus can make everlasting atonement for our sin. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a.  Invite the group to describe a time when a stain ruined the carpet in their  

     home. Then ask them to discuss how is sin like a stain?  Say, “God had  

     promised a way to remove the seemingly hopeless stain of sin from His  

     people”. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. This lesson is a great opportunity for you to lead your people through the  

    Gospel and then to offer an invitation for those that have never followed  

    Jesus to do so. 
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