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Set Apart 
 

Scripture Passage: Leviticus 9:15-24; 10:1-3 

The Point: God’s people are to live as a set-apart priesthood. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

A. God had announced at Mount Sinai that His covenant people were to be His “kingdom  

     of priests” (Ex. 19:6). 

 1. Part of the Israelites’ responsibility as a priest included sharing their knowledge  

    of Him with other people groups.  

 2. Throughout the Old Testament period the Lord made clear that He wants all  

    people to know Him. 

 B. This section of Leviticus, chapters 8–10, deals with God’s establishment of the  

     priesthood to meet the need for the new tabernacle. 

1. In our study, chapter 9 establishes the priestly functions and chapter 10 warns    

    against the failures of the priest. 
 

II. CLEANSED (Leviticus 9:15-21) 

 A. Aaron presented offerings on the Israelites’ behalf.  

1. These included the people’s sin offering, burnt offering, grain offering,  

    fellowship offering, and presentation offering. 

  2. Refer to last week’s lesson for details on the meaning of the various offerings. 

 B. The male goat was the stipulated sin offering when a leader sinned. A bull was 

     required when the congregation sinned.  

1. In this situation the male goat probably first represented the elders and leaders of  

    the Israelites and as a result it also covered the entire nation (v.15). 

 C. Aaron sacrificed the animal and the burnt offering; associated with the sin offering, as  

     prescribed by the Lord (v.16). 

 D. The grain offering expressed gratitude to God for His provisions (v.17). 

 E. The fellowship offering presented the best part of the animal to the Lord and then the  

     people and priests consumed the remainder in a joyful fellowship meal (vv.18-20). 

 F. The presentation offering, also called a wave or elevation offering, was associated with  

    the fellowship offering with the breast and right thigh being used by the priest (v.21). 

 G. The cleansing/forgiveness of sin results in being in a right relationship with God. 
 

III. BLESSING (Leviticus 9:22-24) 

 A. In addition to calling the Israelites to experience cleansing from their sins by offering  

               sacrifices on their behalf, priests also acted on the Lord’s authority by communicating  

     a blessing to the people. 

 B. By Aaron lifting his hands, it signified that he was invoking or petitioning the Lord for  

     help (v.22). 

  1. The “blessing” was to do good and to be successful. 



 C. Aaron’s entrance into the tabernacle with Moses signified his new role as the high  

     priest in the Lord’s tabernacle and as a mediator for the people (v.23). 

 1. After they blessed the people, the Lord’s presence was seen by all the people. 

 D. The offerings were all already on fire when God’s fire consumed everything.  This is a  

       sign of the Lord’s approval (v.24). 

  1. The people shouted for joy and then they worshipped the Lord. 
 

IV. HOLY (Leviticus 10:1-3) 

 A. Two of Aaron’s sons presented an unauthorized offering to the Lord. They 

       died because of their disobedience. The Lord is holy and must be revered as a holy  

     God and worshipping Him is on His terms. 

 B. Aaron’s eldest sons lit their own fire carrier, put incense on it and presented to the  

     Lord even though the Lord had not instructed them to do so (v.1). 

  1. They were moved by the previous experience of the Lord consuming the  

    offering. 

 C. God judged them for their disobedience (v.2). 

  1. What did they do that was wrong? 

   a. they entered an area of the sanctuary they were not supposed to enter, 

b. they presented unauthorized coals from outside the sanctuary area, 

c. they offered incense that did not consist of the proper ingredients; and 

d. they presented incense at the wrong time of day. 

 D. Because the Lord is holy, He expects His people also to be holy (v.3). 

  1. The reason that Aaron reminded silent was that it was inappropriate to mourn in  

    the tabernacle. 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A.  Confession of sin is the first step toward God. 

B. Believers can enjoy the blessing of being in God’s presence through worship of Him. 

C. God’s people are to live holy lives, reflecting His character. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group to discuss their experiences of being chosen for a task or  

    giving a major promotion at work. How did it feel that others had  

    confidence in you?  Why do you think you were chosen?  

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. As Christians we are to live holy lives.  Are there any areas in your life  

    that God is not pleased with?  Make those right with the Lord. 
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