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Scripture Passage: James 1:19-27; 2:1-4 

The Point: Believers respond to Jesus’ work in their lives with obedience and compassion.  
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. James could bear the subtitle “How to Behave as a Christian.”  

B. James gave guidelines for believers’ conduct in their churches and in their daily  

     interactions with people outside the community of faith. 

 C. James encouraged believers to listen carefully to God and respond by acting on what  

     God has revealed. 
 

II. HEEDING (Jas. 1:19-21)  

 A. “understand this” = pay attention to the upcoming statement and they were to act on it  

     (v.19).  

  1. We are to listen attentively and carefully frame our verbal responses, this would  

               go a long way toward curbing anger.  

 B. “accomplish” = to cause to exist or to produce (v.20).  

  1. Our anger will kill God’s plans and purpose! 

  2. Improper human anger damages God’s redemptive cause and it doesn’t  

    demonstrate His goodness nor does it reflect His true character.  

 C. “ridding yourselves” = completely and totaling removing and never again having to  

     option of returning (v.21). 

  1. Burn those bridges. 

  2. “moral filth and wickedness” = personal/private sin and the sins we commit that  

     hurt or involve others, both attitudes and actions. 

3. James was speaking to a group of Christians that lived in an environment of  

    extreme immorality and wickedness.  

4. “humbly receive” = surrender! 

5. “able to save souls” = Reception of and obedience to the gospel results in  

     salvation. 
 

III. DOING (Jas. 1:22-25) 

 A. To hear Christian instruction and fail to act on it fooled only the person involved. Such  

               individuals cheated themselves out of spiritual growth (v.22).  

 B. James was saying that some believers were content to merely listen to but not put into  

     practice the sermons and teachings (v.23). 

  1. The mirror in his day required a much deeper look to gain benefit from the  

    image. 

 C. The time spent looking in the mirror was a waste.  The same is true of the person that  

     has no intent of applying what they gain from hearing the Word (v.24). 

  



D. He contrasts the person that has wasted their time and their life with the true believer  

      (v.25). 

 1. a true believer will study the Word, a true believer desires to stay on track, a true  

    believer applies the Word to their daily life. 
 

IV. LOVING (Jas. 1:26–2:4) 

 A. What we say shows what we really are (v.26). 

  1. “religious” = attending religious services, public prayer, giving and fasting. 

  2. If we cannot control our speech then our religion is fake. 

 B. A real relationship with God is not as noticeable as the religious acts mentioned  

     previously (v.27). 

 1. Carrying for those that cannot care for themselves and those that are easily taken  

    advantage of. 

 2. Don’t let the world influence you but rather seek to demonstrate the character of  

    God. 

 C. All are equal under the cross of Christ (v.1). 

 D. James presents two extremes with the rich and the poor (v.2). 

 E. When these two come to your church who is going to get the reserved parking nearest  

     the entrance and reserved pew up front (v.3). 

F. Their actions caused division in the church (v.4). 

 1. Their actions and attitudes revealed them to be acting as judges. 

 2. “His rich so God must like him more.”  “She is poor so what great sin has she  

    committed.” 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

A. Believers must listen to the teachings of God’s Word, removing actions that were  

     obstructions. 

B. Believers take action on the truths revealed to them in God’s Word. 

C. Believers are to show compassion and love to all people in both word and deed. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group to identify some things that cause them to become  

                        distracted.   

  2. Closing Challenge 

a. Share some strategies that have helped you improve in listening skills. 

   b. Ask the group to make the commitment to be not just a hear but rather a  

                        doer of God’s Word.  Seek to apply a truth you learn from God. 

 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. With Obedience & James 1:19-27; 2:1-4 

  2. Believers respond to Jesus’ work in their lives with obedience and compassion. 
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