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True Compassion 
 

Scripture Passage: Galatians 6:1-10,14-15 

The Point: The Holy Spirit enables believers to care for others out of a pure motive.  
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. People who experience God’s compassion are likewise to have compassion for others.  
 B. Those with real compassion do something to help others in need. 

 C. Paul calls for compassion by encouraging the Galatian believers to restore the  

     wrongdoer, bear one another’s burdens, supporting full-time pastors financially, and  

     working for others’ good. 

 D. Paul stresses the practical ways of Spirit-led living.  
 

II. GUARDS (Gal. 6:1-5)  

 A. Paul knew that there were some of them that struggled with sin (v.1) 

  1. Spiritually growing were to correct the sinful erring.  

2. The emphasis was on redemption rather than punishment.  

  3. They were not to think of themselves as better and they were to be mindful of  

    their condition. 

 B. Christians are to help others regularly; we are to lift up and bear one another’s loads  

     (v.2).  

 C. Some of the Galatian Christians thought extremely highly of themselves (v.3).  

 D. Don’t compare yourself to others but rather just be satisfied that the task was done  

     (v.4). 

E. Honest self-assessment reveals areas of deficiency that needed attention and each  

     individual is responsible for making those changes (v.5). 
 

III. STEWARDS (Gal. 6:6-10)  

 A. Paul wanted the Galatian believers to apply the Spirit-given principle of burden- 

     sharing was in supporting their pastor-teachers (v.6).  

 B. God decrees that a person’s attitudes and actions bring in a harvest, whether good or  

     bad (v.7). 

1. People cannot plant one kind of seed and expect a different kind of harvest. 

2. Neither can they plant only a few seeds and expect a bountiful harvest.  

 C. “flesh” =  in rebellion against God’s rule (v.8).  

  1. Godless living will always result in moral decay and spiritual ruin.  

  2. Being Holy Spirit controlled (saved through faith in Jesus) results in eternal life. 

 D. Paul encouraged believers not to be discouraged but to maintain consistent, strong  

     effort in doing good, following the Spirit’s leading, and resisting evil (v.9).  

 E. They were to work for the good of others as long as the opportunities were present  

               (v.10). 

  1. They were to take care of each other, this was critical for their survival. 



 

IV. PROCLAIMS (Gal. 6:14-15)  
 A. Paul contrasted his motives and message with those of the Judaizers.  

 B. The only boasting; taking pride in or being joyful over, Paul would do is to proclaim  

     the message of Jesus (v.14). 

 1. “the cross” = Christ’s agonizing, sacrificial and atoning death  

 2. “Lord Jesus Christ” = God, Savior, and Messiah 

 3. Because of Jesus, the desires of this world had died to Paul. 

 C. God’s resurrection power gives believers resurrected life through their faith in Christ.  

D. They are to demonstrate that new life in daily living.  

 E. Nothing else matters! 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

A. Mature believers must carefully seek to restore other believers who succumb to sin. 

B. Believers are to be good stewards of the resources God provides them. 

C. Believers should always point others to Jesus and the gospel. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group to identify the resources that have been the most helpful to  

    them in their life. 

   b. Enlist someone prior to the group time to share a brief testimony on how  

    they were helped by the church and what it has meant in their life. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

a. Challenge the group to consider whether there are areas where they have  

    allowed feelings of superiority to prevent them from serving others and  

    sharing the gospel. 

   b. Ask each person to write the name of person that they need to help or  

    encourage on an index card.  Make the commitment to reach out to them  

    this week. 

 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. True Compassion & Galatians 6:1-10,14-15 

  2. The Holy Spirit enables believers to care for others out of a pure motive. 
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