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Honored 
 

Scripture Passage: Deuteronomy 4:1-9 

The Point: God is honored when His people listen to, follow, and teach His Word. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. Prior to his death, Moses desired to deliver parting words of covenant instruction and  

               pastoral exhortation.  

 B. He summarized the nation’s successes and failures in their journey to the promised  

               land but disobedience characterized much of the people’s past history. 

 C. After presenting this historical sketch, Moses reminded the new generation of  

               Israelites of their special privileges as recipients of God’s grace through His covenant  

               with them. (1:1–3:29). 

 D. He admonished the people to honor the Lord by following all God had revealed to  

     them and they also must pass these teachings to the next generation. 
 

II. LISTEN (Deuteronomy 4:1-5) 

 A. Moses introduced this segment of his message with a call to obedience (v.1). 

  1. They were having class! 

  2. Moses gives his objectives, for them to live, enter, and take possession of the  

              promised land. 

 B. Moses stresses the divine origin of the covenant and tells the people not add nor  

    subtract from the Lord’s directives (v.2). 

 C. What happened at Baal-peor? (v.3) 

  1. The Israelite men began to prostitute themselves with Moabite women. 

2. God’s people became attracted to the immoral idol worship of the Canaanite  

    deity Baal. 

 D. They were alive because of their faithfulness (v.4). 

 E. Moses had faithfully fulfilled his responsibility to teach the people God’s law (v.5). 
 

III. HONOR (Deuteronomy 4:6-8) 

 A. Moses directed the people to demonstrate God’s character to other nations through  

     their obedience to God’s law (v.6). 

 B. No other nation had a god that was near them much less respond when they called out  

    (v.7). 

 C. No other nation possessed such God-centered legislation (v.8). 

 D. By adherence to the law, the Israelites would demonstrate God’s character to other  

               nations.  

E. The people’s faithfulness to the Lord could bring honor to Him from other people  

    groups.  

F. God’s people today still honor Him through their obedience to Him. 
 



IV. TEACH (Deuteronomy 4:9) 

 A. In this lengthy verse Moses stressed the importance of continual adherence to the Lord  

     and His teaching. 

 B. “be on your guard and diligently watch yourselves” = repeat of the same Hebrew verb. 

 C. Only as the people remembered their past experiences with the Lord and the covenant 

               obligations they had accepted at Sinai could they remain faithful to Him. 

 D. This passage concludes with a command for the Israelites to teach future generations  

     about God’s revelation and His law. 

E. “teach” = cause to know. 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Godly leaders teach God’s Word to others, trusting them to follow it faithfully. 

B. God’s people honor Him through their obedience to Him. 

C. Believers are to teach God’s truth to future generations. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group to share what’s the best advice they ever received? 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Ask the group to discuss what causes people to forget about God. 

   b. Memorize v.6a – “Carefully follow them, for this will show your wisdom 

    and understanding in the eyes of the peoples.” 
 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. Honored & Deuteronomy 4:1-9 

  2. God is honored when His people listen to, follow, and teach His Word. 
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