
 

Thoughts on the 4th of July and the Order of 
Worship for July 4, 2021—ZOOM only  

 Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

My friends, as someone who has been a pastor for many years, there is something I have observed 
about people in my profession that I don’t think I’ve ever expressed in writing. I suppose I’ve never 
expressed it in writing because it may just be my imagination. It may also be true, but I just don’t 
know.  

It seems to me that an inordinate number of pastors love to take their summer vacation over the 
week of July 4th. Now, I know you may say “Rich, it isn’t just pastors who take their vacations over 
July 4th, this is a popular time for people to take their vacation in every profession.” I understand. 
But it seems to me that an even greater percentage of pastors take their vacation over this week 
than in other professions. Why is this? Frankly, I think it is because the Sunday nearest to July 4th is 
a difficult Sunday in which to preach. On one hand, there are many people who feel strongly that 
July 4th is a time when the sacrifices of their parents and grandparents should be remembered and 
honored in a service of worship. As such, they expect to walk into a sanctuary decorated in red, 
white and blue and to hear patriotic music being played throughout the service. On the other hand, 
there are others who feel just as strongly that any such celebration is idolatrous because it is the 
practice of putting our allegiance to an imperfect country before our allegiance to God. Given these 
conflicting sentiments, it seems to me that a lot of pastors prefer to let someone else make the 
decision on how to worship on that particular Sunday, and spend the week with their toes in the 
sand on some beach. 

Since this may all be just my imagination, I don’t wish to waste any more of your time with my 
thoughts about it. But it may raise an important question for you, namely, how should we worship 
God this Sunday? Well, I don’t claim to know for certain, but I wish to share three thoughts with you 
that you may find helpful. First, since God is the God of every nation and race of people, any 
expression of patriotism which values those of one nationality more than other nationalities is 
inherently unchristian. Second, while God created people of every nation and race, I think it is also 
important to remember that God didn’t just create everyone; God created everyone in God’s own 
image. What this means is that everyone is born into this world with dignity and should therefore 
be allowed to have basic freedoms such as the freedom to speak, vote and think as they choose. 
Insofar as much of the story of the American experience is the story of people who have died for 
such freedoms, I think their sacrifice ought to be honored within a service of worship. But finally, I 



think it is also important to remember that those who have “died for our freedoms” aren’t just 
those who gave their lives as soldiers in foreign wars. They include the three young men who were 
murdered in Philadelphia, Mississippi in 1964 for trying to register black people to vote. They 
include Harvey Milk who was assassinated in San Francisco in 1978 for his pioneering work for the 
basic rights of the LGBTQ community. They include the capitol police officers who were murdered 
on January 6th for trying to protect free elections. 

So can our worship include displaying Old Glory, the singing of patriotic songs, and other 
expressions of patriotism? I think yes. I think yes as long as patriotism is not about the worship of 
any particular country or any particular people, as long as this patriotism is about a celebration of 
God’s gifts of freedom and dignity, and as long as we realize that those who have sacrificed their 
lives for freedom didn’t just struggle in foreign lands, they even struggled against their fellow 
Americans who are just as imperfect as anyone else.     

This Sunday, our scripture readings will be Ezekiel 2: 1-5 and Second Corinthians 12: 2-10. My 
sermon is titled The Power in Weakness. Please remember that due to the July 4th parade, we 
will all be worshipping over Zoom. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich 

 


