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ÍSaludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

This Saturday, the state of New Mexico is observing the holiday of Juneteenth. I am writing this 
message on Wednesday evening, but by the time you read this, Juneteenth may not just be a state 
holiday, but even a federal holiday. Both houses of Congress have just passed a bill to make 
Juneteenth into an official holiday for the United States, and President Biden is expected to sign this 
bill into law in the near future. 

What is Juneteenth, and why is it important? Juneteenth commemorates the end of slavery in the 
United States. It is celebrated on June 19th, because on that day back in 1865 Union Major General 
Gordon Granger was in Galveston, Texas, at the end of the Civil War. There he announced the end 
of slavery in accordance with the Emancipation Proclamation which President Lincoln signed two 
and a half years earlier.  

As the pastor of LPPC, I think it is important that we join our state and nation in celebrating 
Juneteenth, because the institution of slavery is contrary to the gospel of Jesus Christ. As followers 
of Jesus, we confess both that all people were created in the image of God and that Jesus died for 
all people, so anyone who holds an innocent human being in bondage or who owns another human 
being acts contrary to the gospel.  

At this point in my email, you may be asking “Pastor Rich, why are you wasting our time writing 
about common sense? Everyone knows that slavery is contrary to the gospel.” Well, my friends, I 
feel that everyone should know this, but alas, not everyone does. In fact, when I was growing up, I 
didn’t know it.  

As most of you know, I grew up in Georgia and South Carolina, where, unfortunately, I was not 
taught in school that the United States was fighting for a just cause in the Civil War. Rather, in the 
fifth grade when I learned about the Civil War, I was taught that the Union was an evil aggressor. I 
was taught that the vast majority of black slaves in the South were quite happy obeying their white 
overseers on cotton plantations and had no desire to ever be free. This detestable lie was 
reinforced by such films as “Gone with the Wind” and “Song of the South” both of which were 
among my favorite films as a child.  

When I tell you about my childhood, you might imagine that these awful things were taught to me 
by an atheist, an agnostic, or someone who openly rejected the gospel of Jesus Christ. But nothing 
could be further from the truth. My fifth grade teacher, in fact, was a fellow member of my church. 
In my childhood, it was so common that people with such views were members of Christian 



churches that I never saw the irony in such things. I see it now, but I didn’t see it then.  

Yes, my friends, my childhood was a long time ago, and I know that many things have changed since 
then. But I still believe we have a long way to go until the truth that no one can both worship Jesus 
and believe in slavery is common sense. I pray for the day to come when it will be common sense, 
but until that day comes, I will continue to proclaim this message.  

This Sunday, our scripture readings are Job 38: 1-11 and Mark 4: 35-41. My sermon is titled “Living 
in Stormy Times.” I look forward to seeing you in person or over Zoom at 9:30 am.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich 

 


