
 

 

 

 

Pastor Rich and Mother’s Day 
May 6, 2021   

 

Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo!  

When I was the pastor of a different church, I remember that I was once told a story about my 

predecessor. According to this story, my predecessor was preaching and leading worship one 

Mother’s Day, but he made absolutely no mention of the particular holiday. He said nothing 

about Mother’s Day in his sermon, he made no mention of it in any prayer; he didn’t extend 

any good wishes to the mothers in the congregation during the announcements. There was 

nothing. As you may have guessed, after church, someone confronted him about this omission. 

“Pastor,” someone said, “why didn’t you say anything about Mother’s Day?” 

“Show me where Mother’s Day is mentioned in the bible” he said, “and if you find it, then I’ll 

mention it next time.” In other words, my predecessor was saying that since Mother’s Day is 

not technically a “Christian” holiday, he didn’t think it was appropriate to talk about it on a 

Sunday morning.  

While I admire this pastor’s zeal for keeping worship biblical, I disagree with his attitude toward 

Mother’s Day. I agree that there is no mention of Mother’s Day in the bible, but I think there is 

something seriously wrong with a church that doesn’t honor motherhood. 

I think it is clear to anyone with eyes that we live in a society in which motherhood has been 

devalued. Far too many mothers in our society cannot stay home with a sick child because 

missing a day of work will mean missing the part of their paycheck that they need to buy food 

or pay rent. Far too many mothers have to bring little children with them to work because they 

don’t earn enough to pay for daycare. Far too many mothers watch their children die from 

preventable acts of violence that our society has decided to ignore. 

Jesus once told his disciples “You are the light of the world”.  For all of us at LPPC, I don’t know 

a better way that we can be a light to the world than to celebrate motherhood in a society that 

has unfortunately decided that motherhood doesn’t matter. I don’t pretend that simply 



celebrating Mother’s Day once a year will make our society suddenly value motherhood, but it’s 

a start, and I believe we have to start somewhere.   

This Sunday, our scripture readings will be Psalm 98 and John 15: 9-17. My sermon will be titled 

“You Have a Friend Request” and yes, there will be a mention of Mother’s Day! I hope to see 

you at 10:30am in person or over Zoom. 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Rich 

 


