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May God Bless You 

 

Before I came to Placitas in January of 2011, I 

served as an Associate Pastor at the First 

Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, Alabama. 

While there I had the pleasure of working with 

the Rev. Eugenia Gamble. From Eugenia I 

learned the “Franciscan Blessing” I have used at 

the conclusion of our worship services. 

 

The conclusion of our shared ministry is now 

upon us. On May 12th, the Rev. Shannon Webster 

and I will lead worship together. Shannon 

followed Eugenia as the Pastor and Head of Staff 

at First Birmingham. We became colleagues and 

friends, and when I came to Placitas, the people 

there wondered how this New Mexico native 

ended up in Alabama and how this Alabama 

native ended up heading to New Mexico. God has 

a sense of humor! 

 

May 19th will be my final Sunday with you. May 

26th the Rev. Jim Brown from the Presbytery of 

Santa Fe’s Commission on Ministry will be with 

you. In June, I will begin as the Pastor of 

Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque. 

 

It has been a profound honor and joy to serve as 

your pastor these last eight plus years. I have 

walked with you and you have walked with me 

through significant moments in our lives. I want 

to say Thank You! I will be forever grateful for 

these years of ministry with you at Las Placitas 

Presbyterian Church. You are an amazing 

congregation, and your next pastor will be 

fortunate to have been called to Las Placitas. 

 

In the meantime, we all face transitions. So... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May God bless you with discomfort 

at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial 

relationships, 

so that you will live deeply and from the heart. 

 

May God bless you with anger 

at injustice, oppression, and the exploitation of 

people and the earth, 

so that you will work for justice, freedom, and 

peace. 

 

May God bless you with tears to shed for those 

who mourn 

so that you will reach your hand out to them 

and turn their mourning into joy. 

 

And may God bless you with just enough 

foolishness 

to believe that you can make a difference in this 

world 

so that you will go out from here doing those 

things 

that others say cannot be done. 

 

  

      

  Peace, 

 

      

  Drew 
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May 2019 

Worship Services 

 

May 5 - Third Sunday of Easter - Earth Day 

Sabbath - Agua es Vida 

 

May 12 - Fourth Sunday of Easter with The 

Rev. Shannon Webster 

 

May 19 - Fifth Sunday of Easter with The 

Rev. Drew Henry 

 

May 26 -  Sixth Sunday of Easter with The 

Rev. Jim Brown 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming April Adult Forum 

 

 May Adult Forum – As we round out our 2018-

2019 programming, the Adult Forum will include 

a special Earth Day presentation on water in 

Placitas, a look at the life and ministry of the Rev. 

“Mr.” Fred Rogers, and a time for considering 

what lies ahead in the “interim” period and search 

for a new LPPC Pastor.  May 26 will be the final 

Adult Forum until the Sunday following Labor 

Day. The Adult Forum meets in the Upper Room 

on Sunday mornings, shortly after 9:15 a.m., 

following the early service.  

 

May 5: "Water on the Mountain - The Water 

Situation in Placitas" – As part of LPPC’s 

postponed Earth Day Sabbath observance, the 

Earthcare Fellowship will have special 

presentations by leaders of the local acequia 

associations, including information on 

groundwater issues, conservation, and other 

water concerns. 

 

May 12: “Won’t You Be My Neighbor” (Part 1) 

– A look at the life and work of the Rev. “Mr.” 

Fred Rogers, a Presbyterian minister. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 19: “Won’t You Be My Neighbor” (Part 2) 

– A look at the life and work of the Rev. “Mr.” 

Fred Rogers, a Presbyterian minister. 

 

May 26: “Where Do We Go from Here?” – We 

will look at some of the plans for the interim 

period at LPPC, and about the upcoming pastoral 

search process. 

 

The Adult Forum will not meet over the summer, 

but will resume the Sunday after Labor Day. 

 

Deacons 

 

 

breadfortheworld - HAVE FAITH. END 

HUNGER. Panparaelmunro – TEN FE, 

TERMINA EL HANBRE.  

 

Give us today our daily bread --- Daily Prayers 

for an End to Hunger. 

 

Sunday - O GOD, I pray for all those around the 

world who struggle with hunger and suffer from 

malnutrition. Grant them strength and courage as 

they work to create a better life for themselves 

and their communities. May conflicts cease, 

crops flourish, an good governance grow. In the 

name of Jesus, who is the Bread of Life for the 

world. Amen.  

 

Monday - HEAVENLY FATHER, I pray for the 

one in five children in our country who lives in a 

family that struggles to get enough to eat. Grant 

patience and wisdom to parents who work so hard 

to see that their children have the food they need 

to grown and learn. Amen 

 

Tuesday - O GOD, look with compassion on the 

one in sever Americans who face hunger in this 

country. Preserve their dignity as they struggle to 

get enough to eat. May those looking for jobs find 

new opportunities to ear a living. May those who 

are unable to work be supported and sustained by 

their communities. Amen 

 

Wednesday - LORD GOD, I pray for our 

President, the members of Congress, and other 
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elected leaders. May hey be moved to make 

ending hunger in our own country and around the 

world by 2030 a priority for our nation. Grant 

them clear minds and generous hearts to sustain 

and improve those programs that provide help 

and opportunity to so many people. In the name 

of Christ, ho came not to be served but to serve. 

Amen 

 

Thursday - I GIVE THANKS for my church and 

all other churches that wok together to end 

hunger. Bless the efforts of those organizations 

that offer relief in times of emergency as well as 

those who support long-term development. May 

our witness to the Gospel of your love and 

compassion shine ever more brightly. Amen 

 

Friday - O CHRIST, you gave your life on the 

cross to overcome evil and injustice. May your 

abundant love inspire those who volunteer and 

work in food pantries and other feeding programs 

in my community. May they offer both kindness 

and respect to those who depend on the food they 

provide. Amen 

 

Saturday - O GOD, may the Spirit of the Risen 

Christ inspire me to rededicate myself to ending 

hunger in the world you created for us. Grant me 

boldness and courage as I seek to persuade out 

nation's leaders to change the policies and 

conditions that allow hunger to persist. I ask you 

to bless my prayers, my actions, and my giving. 

Amen 

 

Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in 

the hands of God, at His disposition, and listening 

to His voice in the depths of our hears.  Mother 

Teresa 

 

Let us all think about praying these prayers one 

week out of each month. What wonders can 

happen.  

 

Sue E. Hoff, Mission Committee Chair & 

Moderator of Deacons. 

 

________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

Fellowship 

 
Fellowship has frozen rolls in rounds for $15.00 

per round.  You can pay Steve Chewning for 

them. 

 

 
________________________________ 
 
 
 

Spring Cleaning! 

Spring cleaning and replacement of the railroad 

ties bordering the acequia took place during the 

week of April 7.  The Garden Team removed the 

old railroad ties and installed new ones, cleaned 

the water feature and began running it, did routine 

maintenance of the garden including trimming 

and weeding, planted annuals along the sidewalk 

by the office entrance, and raked the gravel on the 

side driveway by Casa Rosa. 

Many thanks to the following hard workers:  

Karen Allen, Chris Baker, Phyllis Broome, Steve 

Chewning, Jack Ferrell, Mickie Frazier-Koontz, 

Ed Gosnell, Paco Henry, Jill Hensley, Marilyn 

Knudsen, Zach Lynch, Tim Maday, Chris Mink, 

Russell Mink, Don Turton, and Rob Yin. 

We appreciate your help in keeping the LPPC 

grounds and garden well tended! 
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Wendy was born in Phila, PA and lived in 

Chatham, NJ and New Vernon, NJ before her 

Dad was transferred by Dupont to start up a new 

office in Dusseldorf, Germany. This happened 

after Christmas of her 10th grade. Since there were 

no English speaking schools in Dusseldorf, 

Wendy and her sister went to school in St. Gallen, 

Switz. There was an English speaking section but 

the school was run in German. The family moved 

back to the States (Wilmington, DE) for Wendy’s 

senior year in high school. She then went to the 

College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, 

VA. and graduated with a degree in Fine Arts. 

The family was transferred again midway thru 

her college years to Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

During the summer (their winter) Wendy met her 

first husband in Bariloche skiing. He was a Texan 

and the parents became best friends. After 

college, Wendy moved to NYC to attend 

Traphagen School of Design focusing on clothing 

construction. She ended up working at B. 

Altmans (a huge department store at the time) as 

assistant suburban buyer focusing on the branch 

stores. Her next move was to San Francisco 

where she reunited with Larry who was at the 

military language institute in Monterey. They 

married and moved to his hometown of Ft. 

Worth, TX and then to Austin so he could earn 

his MBA. They then moved to Toronto (Larry’s 

Mom was born Canadian) for 2 years before 

moving to Bobcaygeon, Ontario to start up a 

wood stove business for 5 years. It was a town of 

1400 people. When the marriage ended Wendy 

moved to Reston, VA where she met Glenn at the 

Reston Singles Club. They married and lived 

there 17 years before moving to ABQ in 2002. 

Glenn always wanted to move to the southwest 

and after a 2 week trip to find that place; they both 

fell in love with ABQ and then Placitas. They 

returned to Placitas 5 weeks later to choose their 

lot (1999). They started designing their home 

with a Costco design program in 2000. 

 

Wendy had 2 favorite jobs. In Toronto she was 

design manager of a high styled down skiwear 

company that had been bought out by Eddie 

Bauer. She loved going to work each day! Then 

her last job was with Datatel in Fairfax, VA 

where she worked for 12 years in accounting with 

a focus on payroll, insurance and 401K. She 

loved being able to help the employees thru their 

challenges, as well as interviewing all employees 

for the company newsletter which gave her the 

ability to network people to each other with 

common interests.  

 

Her hobbies include: knitting (including now for 

her 2 young nieces), traveling, square dancing 

weekly, patchwork, Shutterfly albums, and 

hiking. 

 

Wendy and Glenn have traveled often and all 

over the world as well as in the States. One of her 

most primitive trips was the week long overland 

from Kathmandu to Lhasa, Tibet that included 

driving over a 17,000ft pass and seeing so many 

people surviving with so little. Her favorite place 

changes as she sees new places, but currently it’s 

the south island of New Zealand and she doesn’t 

think anywhere else will top it in absolute beauty 

and wonderful people. Her most amazing trip was 

their 2000 trek in Nepal with friends for 8 days. 

The villages they walked through, the children 

they encountered on their way to school who put 

their hands together and said Namaste, the 

women washing their clothes on the rocks and 

knitting as they were running down the hill in flip 

flops, the quiet lush countryside with no cars and 

the gentle people who had so little and were so 

happy. 

 

Her 15 minutes of fame occurred at the school in 

St. Gallen (Institute auf dem Rosenberg). All 

students were put on one of the 2 school teams 

when they registered for school. All year there 

were competitions between the 2 teams but the 

spring track meet was the big one. They practiced 

for weeks. Wendy had never excelled in sports 

but before coming to Switz. a stand in coach in 

high school motivated her and showed her she 

could excel. When they started practice racing 



 
 
 
Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  •  7 Paseo de San Antonio Rd / P.O. Box 768  •  Placitas, NM 87043  •  505.867.5718     

lasplacitaschurch.org 

 

she was winning and on the day of the track meet, 

she won every women’s event and beat the 

previous records. She discovered the joy of 

running barefoot in deep grass. Her wins took her 

team over the top for the championship.  

 

In case of a fire, she would grab her binders of 

travel journals (25 of her journals have recently 

been put in a book – My Travel Adventures), as 

many photo albums as will fit in the car and some 

jewelry from her travels.  The thing she regrets 

missing out on is learning how to play an 

instrument so she could be in the school band. 

The only school she attended that had a band was 

in her senior year – too late. 

 

Her 5 favorite things are: chocolate, books, yarn, 

color, hiking in beautiful places and traveling. 

She loves the people at LPPC, the service and the 

wonderful comradery. We are so there for one 

another. 

 

Wendy Ingram 


