
Lesson 7 – “The Golden Rule” and so on…. (Mt. 7:12-27) 

Mt. 7:12 "In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the 
prophets. “ 
 
 Notes:  The “Golden Rule” was not original to Jesus, but dates back at least half a millennium 
 before his time, and came from various places.  It is sort of a “universal teaching” common to 
 humanity. 
 
Forms of the Golden Rule are found in various ancient traditions: 

 Hindu (ca. 6th century BCE): “Those acts that you consider good when done to you, do 

 those to others, none else.” — Taittiriya Upanishad (Shikshavalli, Eleventh Anuvaka) 

 Buddhist – a teaching attributed to the Buddha (6th century BCE): Hurt not others in ways 

 that you yourself would find hurtful. — Udanavarga 5:18 

 Zoroastrian (pre-Christian Persian, with many similarities to Rabbinic Judaism and 
 Christianity): Do not do unto others whatever is injurious to yourself. – Shayast-na-Shayast 
 13.29 

 Intertestamental Judaism: "Do to no one what you yourself dislike." — Tobit 4:15 

 Rabbinic Judaism – Rabbi Hillel the Elder (c. 110 BCE – 10 CE).  As per Wikipedia: “Once, when 
 challenged by a gentile who asked to be converted under the condition that the Torah be 
 explained to him while he stood on one foot. Hillel accepted him as a candidate for conversion 
 to Judaism and, drawing on Leviticus 19:18, briefed the man: ‘What is hateful to you, do not do 
 to your fellow: this is the whole Torah; the rest is the explanation; go and learn.’ — Shabbath 
 folio:31a, Babylonian Talmud” 

What is notable in “Jesus’s” version (though directly comparable to Rabbi Hillel) is his making it a 
summary of the “law and prophets” (i.e. the Hebrew Bible). 
 
Other texts in Matthew relating to “the law and the prophets” (see Lesson 3): 
 
 Mt. 5: 17-20 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not 
 to abolish but to fulfill.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not 
 one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.  
 
 Mt. 22: 34-40:  [From among the Pharisees….]  A lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test him.  
 "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" 

 Jesus said to him, "’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
 and with all your mind.' This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: 
 "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the law and 
 the prophets."  

In a sense, the Golden Rule and the Great Commandment are saying the same thing in two 
complementary ways: “Love your neighbor, and do unto that other, as you love yourself, and would 
have others do unto you.” 
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Mt. 7:13-14: "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to 
destruction, and there are many who take it.   For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to 
life, and there are few who find it.” 
 
 Notes: The teaching of the contrasting “two ways” was deeply ingrained in ancient Judaism (see 
 Deuteronomy 30:15-20, and also the contrasting ways of “the wise” and “the fool” in Proverbs) 
 and carried over into early Christian teaching, particularly in the portion of the church with 
 deeply Jewish roots.  One of the best examples is found in The Didache (“The Teaching”) that is 
 roughly contemporary with Matthew, and from the same region: 
 
 The Didache (J.B. Lightfoot translation): - 1:1-5 There are two ways, one of life and one of 
 death, and there is a great difference between the two ways.  {The way of life} is this.  First of 
 all, {thou shalt love the God} that made thee; secondly, {thy neighbor as thyself.}  {And all things 
 whatsoever thou wouldst not have befall thyself neither do thou unto another.} 

 [The verses that follow intermingle portions of the Sermon on the Mount with other gospel 
 sayings, quotations of the Ten Commandments, admonitions against “fleshly and bodily lusts”, 
 idolatry, and so on….  Two extra-biblical “commands” are a prohibition against “corrupting boys” 
 and against abortion and child exposure (see 2:2).  Both were things ascribed to Graeco-Roman 
 culture, and objectionable to Jews and Christians.] 

 5:1-6 But the way of death is this.  First of all, it is evil and full of a curse murders, adulteries, 
 lusts, fornications, thefts, idolatries, magical arts, witchcrafts, plundering, false witnessing, 
 hypocrisies, doubleness of heart, treachery, pride, malice, stubbornness, covetousness, foul-
 speaking, jealousy, boldness, exaltation, boastfulness; persecutors of good men, hating truth, 
 loving a lie, not perceiving the reward of righteousness, not {cleaving to the good} nor to 
 righteous judgment, wakeful not for that which is good but for that which is evil; from whom 
 gentleness and forbearance stand aloof; loving vain things, pursuing a recompense, not pitying 
 the poor man, not toiling for him that is oppressed with toil, not recognizing Him that made 
 them, murderers of children, corrupters of the creatures of God, turning away from him that is 
 in want, oppressing him that is afflicted, advocates of the wealthy, unjust judges of the poor, 
 altogether sinful.  May ye be delivered, my children, from all these things. 

 6:1-3 See lest any man lead you astray from this way of righteousness, for he teacheth thee 
 apart from God. For if thou art able to bear the whole yoke of the Lord, thou shalt be perfect; 
 but if thou art not able, do that which thou art able. 
 
The question of “the devil in the details” has been with the Christian community from the beginning… 
sorting out the line between an over-rigorous morality and an over-permissive cultural relativity.  How 
do we discern?  What is life-giving?  What is “deadly”? 
 
15-20: "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves.  You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles?  In the 
same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear 
bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.  Thus you will know them by their fruits.” 
 
 Notes:  The transition from the era of the apostles to settled local churches included traveling 
 prophets and evangelists who… as still happens… weren’t all on the “up and up” in their 



 ministries.  One issue was what they taught, if it was at variance with more commonly received 
 teachings, but another issue was about what they “sought” in the way of privilege and provision.  
 Jesus himself was an itinerant preacher, and there were others in his day as well. 
 
 The section on teachers and “the tongue” in James 3:1-12 is notable.  Verse 12 echoes the fruit 
 imagery of the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
 The Didache expands the guidance re: prophets and false prophets: 
 
 The Didache (J.B. Lightfoot translation): - 11:1-3 Whosoever therefore shall come and teach you 
 all these things that have been said before, receive him; but if the teacher himself be perverted 
 and teach a different doctrine to the destruction thereof, hear him not; but if to the increase of 
 righteousness and the knowledge of the Lord, receive him as the Lord. 
 
 11:4-9 But concerning the apostles and prophets, so do ye according to the ordinance of the 
 Gospel.  Let every apostle, when he cometh to you, be received as the Lord; but he shall not 
 abide more than a single day, or if there be need, a but if he abide three days, he is a false 
 prophet.  And when he departeth let the apostle receive nothing save bread, until he findeth 
 shelter; but if he ask money, he is a false prophet. 
 
 11:10-21 And any prophet speaking in the Spirit ye shall not try neither discern; for every sin 
 shall be forgiven, but this sin shall not be forgiven.  Yet not everyone that speaketh in the Spirit 
 is a prophet, but only if he have the ways of the Lord.  From his ways therefore the false prophet 
 and the prophet shall be recognized.  And no prophet when he ordereth a table in the Spirit 
 shall eat of it; otherwise he is a false prophet.  And every prophet teaching the truth, if he doeth 
 not what he teacheth, is a false prophet.  And every prophet approved and found true, if he 
 doeth ought as an outward mystery typical of the Church, and yet teacheth you not to do all 
 that he himself doeth, shall not be judged before you; he hath his judgment in the presence of 
 God; for in like manner also did the prophets of old time.  And whosoever shall say in the Spirit, 
 Give me silver or anything else, ye shall not listen to him; but if he tell you to give on behalf of 
 others that are in want, let no man judge him. 

 12:1-2 But let everyone {that cometh in the name of the Lord} be received; and then when ye 
 have tested him ye shall know him, for ye shall have understanding on the right hand and on the 
 left….  [Further instructions follow for hosting a traveling prophet, and provisions for letting one 
 settle in the community, along with a warning against “idlers” who are not of Christ.] 
 
The question of the “business” of religion has been around from the beginning.  How do we, 
personally deal with discerning who and what to support, or not? 
 
21-23: "Not everyone who says to me, "Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one 
who does the will of my Father in heaven.  On that day many will say to me, "Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in your name?'  
Then I will declare to them, "I never knew you; go away from me, you evildoers.'  
 
 Notes:  These verses need to be read along with Matthew 25:31-46, where we are told what the 
 “will of the Father” is, over against prophecy and miracles.  (Compare, James 1:26-27.) 
 



 Mt. 25:31-46:  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
 will sit on the throne of his glory.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
 separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he 
 will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  
 
 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, "Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
 inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and 
 you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
 welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was 
 in prison and you visited me.'  
 
 Then the righteous will answer him, "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
 food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
 and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
 prison and visited you?'  
 
 And the king will answer them, "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
 are members of my family, you did it to me.'  
 
 Then he will say to those at his left hand, "You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
 eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry… etc.  
 
24-27: "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built 
his house on rock.  The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on rock.  And everyone who hears these words of mine and does 
not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!" 
 
 Notes: The early Christian Community in Syria was closely associated with Peter, whose name 
 (given by Jesus) meant “the Rock”.   When Jesus gave Peter the name, he also said, “Upon this 
 rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.” (See Mt. 16:17-19)  
 Is there a connection between these verses and the Mt. 16 story?  On the night of Jesus’s arrest, 
 “Peter” was acting more like “Sandy” in his denial of Jesus, but in the end he was “Rocky”. 
 
 William Barclay points out that Palestine was a desert climate where builders had to be careful 
 of flashflooding.  As we know in New Mexico, a nice dry sandy spot might actually be part of an 
 arroyo, or a seasonally dry riverbed.  Or, it might be a spot on the bank of an arroyo, subject to 
 undercutting in a flash flood.  A “firm foundation” is crucial. 
 
28-29:  Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for 
he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 
 
Note: This “authority” (“exousia” – see also in Mt. 9:6, 8, and 28:18) is implicitly God-given, not of 
human origin.  It asserts that Jesus taught “as one endowed with God’s authority” in what he said. 
 
EXTRA “bonus” Lesson! – Stay tuned for 1 more week!  Next week we will wrap up with a look at the 
Great Commission (Mt. 28:18-20) in relation to the Sermon on the Mount, and some of the basics of the 
Matthean “church” in James and The Didache. 



 


