
 

Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo!  

When I was a kid, I remember that one of the first news events which grabbed my attention was the 
Iranian hostage crisis that lasted from 1979 to 1981. This event, as you may recall, was a crisis in which 
fifty Americans were taken from the U.S. embassy in Iran and held in captivity by Ayatollah Khomeini’s 
regime for 444 days. I was very young when this crisis was going on. Still, I have vivid memories of 
watching the news on many evenings when Walter Cronkite or Frank Reynolds would begin their 
program by telling you how many days it had been since the hostage crisis began.  

Today, I was wondering to myself how many days it has been since the covid pandemic began. It has 
lasted much longer than my time here as your pastor, and in the time that I have been here, perhaps 
you feel that I have said everything about covid which could be said. I have told you that we are 
promised that God is in control of our world even when it seems like the world is coming apart at the 
seams. I have asked you all for your patience and prayers as we adopt policies at LPPC to keep us safe 
from this pandemic. I have even expressed to you my own sense of frustration that a pandemic that 
seemed like it was receding into the pages of history just a few short weeks ago is now making a 
frightening comeback in the form of the Delta variant. But despite all this, today it occured to me that 
one thing I have not done (or at least not done enough) is invite you to share with me how you are 
feeling at this time. Perhaps some of you are coping with this pandemic pretty well, but maybe others of 
you are not. For some of you, maybe the resurgence of covid has you feeling anxious day in and day out; 
maybe some of you even feel hopeless and depressed. Maybe some of you feel negative emotions 
toward people you know who have a different attitude about this pandemic than you because you can’t 
understand their point of view.  

Regardless of what you may be feeling, I want you to know that you should feel free to call me and talk 
with me about what’s on your mind at any time at (803) 312-5147 or (505) 867-5718. Sometimes when 
we talk to someone else about our feelings who is willing to listen and who cares about how we feel, we 
can find a sense of hope within ourselves that no number of sermons or emails can ever give us. So, if 
you need to talk, know that I’m always here to listen.   

Today, I also want to remind you of two events coming up in the life of our congregation. First, please 
remember Dr. Moya’s visit on Sunday. Dr.Moya will be joining us for worship at 9:30 and then she will 
be giving a presentation about the humanitarian crisis at the border at 11:00am. Second, on August 22, 
the Sunday after Dr. Moya’s visit, we will be having a special event after church titled “Voicing Our 
Vision” in which you are invited to join us for a conversation about where you believe God is leading our 
church both now and in the future. I hope you will come out for both events!  

This Sunday, our scripture readings will be Proverbs 9:1-6 and Matthew 25: 31-46. My sermon is titled 
“What This Day Is All About”. I look forward to joining you in person or over Zoom at 9:30am.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich  

 


