
Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

Well, friends, I had a wonderful time in Cuba last Sunday, although I missed being with all of you. Kelly 
and I rode up with Ken and Doug where we saw breathtaking natural wonders all along Highway 550. 
There were only about a dozen of us in worship, but it was still nice to finally see all our friends in that 
congregation face to face and celebrate communion with them. After church, we had a delicious lunch 
at Bruno’s restaurant where we had a good time sharing stories and getting to know each other better. 
It was a great day and I enjoyed bringing our friends at Cuba greetings from all of you.  

Today, I also wanted to take a moment to give you an update on our work at the Health and Safety 
Committee, otherwise known as the HSC. As you are surely aware if you have been keeping up with our 
policy changes regarding COVID-19, the HSC has recently proposed loosening many of our COVID 
restrictions and these changes were approved by Session. (For example, the requirement that everyone 
wears a mask in worship has been replaced with the recommendation that everyone who is not fully 
vaccinated wear a mask).  

Despite these changes, one of the policies which has remained in place prohibits congregational singing 
during worship. With the percentages of people who are fully vaccinated steadily increasing in New 
Mexico, you may be wondering when the HSC will decide to loosen this restriction so that the 
congregation can begin singing again. My friends, I know I speak for everyone on the HSC and the 
Session when I say that we are aware of how important congregational singing is as an expression of 
love toward God. Given its importance, we don’t want to keep this restriction in place one day longer 
than is necessary to keep the congregation safe. But as one of the members of the HSC wisely reminded 
us at our last meeting, this pandemic is still far from over. Moreover, given the fact that the delta variant 
is spreading rapidly among the unvaccinated, we don’t want to lift restrictions on congregational singing 
too soon.  

In the face of these dual concerns, the HSC has decided it would be premature to have a conversation 
about lifting the restriction on congregational singing before both Bernalillo and Sandoval counties 
reach a vaccination rate of at least 70 percent. This number has not been chosen arbitrarily, but is based 
on the best scientific data that is available to the HSC about when it is safe to begin singing again. We 
are not presently at a 70 percent vaccination rate for both counties, but we may be there soon. As of 
today, the vaccination rate for Sandoval and Bernalillo counties stands at 69.6% and 67.2% respectively. 
When we reach this 70 percent benchmark, it may be time to decide to lift the restriction on singing, but 
please bear in mind that the situation with COVID is one that evolves rapidly, and any recommendation 
the HSC makes will be based on the latest available data. Again, I want to thank all of you for your 
patience as we prayerfully await God’s timing for a full return to normalcy. 

This Sunday, our scripture readings will be Second Kings 4: 42-44 and Luke 13: 1-9. My sermon is titled 
“Random Events”. I look forward to seeing all of you at 9:30am either in person or over Zoom. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich  


