
 

Happy Mother's Day and the Order for Worship for 
Sunday, May 8, 2022  

¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

My friends, I have three things to talk to you all about today. First, I want to wish 
every mom at LPPC a Happy Mother’s Day. Also, to all of us at LPPC, whether your 
mother is still living, or she is no longer with us, I hope Sunday will be a time to 
remember all the things your mother did to show you love and kindness when you 
were growing up. Not everyone has a perfect relationship with their mothers and no 
parent is ever perfect, but I hope that there is something about your memories of 
your mother that you can celebrate and be grateful for this Mother’s Day. 

The second thing I want to talk to you about today is a friendly reminder about the 
per capita. This year, every church within the Presbytery of Santa Fe is required to 
pay a per capita fee of $35 per adult member. The per capita fee goes to fund the 
mission of the church through various governing bodies in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), namely our Presbytery, Synod, and the national General Assembly. If each 
adult member of the church does not pay their per capita, then the church must pay 
it. What that means, unfortunately, is that the church will have to pay it with money 
that we have set aside in our budget to pay our mortgage, keep the lights on, help 
people in need and so forth. So, if you have not yet paid your per capita this year, 
please consider doing so. 

Finally, the third thing I want to talk to you about today concerns the fires in Ruidoso 
and Northeastern New Mexico. If you have been watching the news, you are 
probably aware that the White House has now declared New Mexico a fire disaster 
area, and experts are now saying that the fires in Northeastern New Mexico could 
burn throughout the summer. 

This Sunday, the Rev. Dr. Anne Hays Egan will be sharing another “Minute for 
Mission” in which she will be talking about what we can do at LPPC to respond to this 
disaster. But I also thought I would quote her words about how we can respond, 
because I couldn’t say this better myself.  Here is what Anne has to say about how 
we can respond as a congregation: 



“It’s easy to feel overwhelmed and caught up in what’s called ‘compassion fatigue.’ 

However, we can and must make a difference. 

We can pray. No matter where we are, what our schedule and our limits, we can 
spend a few minutes lifting up those affected by the fires to God in prayer. That’s 
probably the most important thing we can do. I ask you to join with me in praying for 
those affected by and working with the fires. At noon every day, I plan to stop for a 
few minutes to pray. Please join me. 

We can support one another. One of the most amazing gifts we have at LPPC is 
that we’re a very connectional church, with people who care deeply about one 
another. We care, and we live out that Christian commitment. During these times of 
greater stress, we can live into that gift even more deeply, reaching out to each 
other, asking one another how we’re doing, offering a listening ear to those who may 
be stressed, and a helping hand to those in need. 

We can give. Every one of us gives in different ways, and each way we give is a 
living prayer and a living testament to God’s work in our lives. If we can bring the 
mindfulness and presence that comes as a spiritual gift to us from prayer and 
meditation to our giving, it becomes leveraged and enhanced. A gift could include a 
call or email of support to a friend, volunteering, a financial gift, your own many of 
ways of giving to your friends and family. 

We can be safe. In this time of what experts call “extreme drought,” all of us are less 
safe than before this drought started a few years ago.  Please review the material we 
provided on “Ready, Set, Go” to prepare yourself and your family and friends for the 
potential of evacuating this summer. Most of us probably will not need to evacuate, 
but we don’t know. Since we have such a drought, many of us are working to be 
ready, with packed bags in our cars, notification and contact plans for friends and 
family. It’s hard, and it keeps us safe. Please watch for very important updates from 
the Health & Safety Committee about ‘Ready, Set, Go.’” 

If you would like to make a financial contribution to organizations that are helping 
those communities who have been affected by these fires, you can either contribute 
by donating through our LPPC website or by giving to different organizations the 
Presbytery of Santa Fe has listed on their website. If you would like to donate 
through our church website, please let Karen know where your gifts is going by 
naming it “Fires” or “Fire Help” or words to that effect. If you would like to see the list 
of organizations the Presbytery has identified, you can see it here: 

https://santafepresbytery.org/ 

In whatever way you choose to respond, I thank you for your compassion and 
generosity, and please know that people whose names and faces you may never 

https://santafepresbytery.org/


know thank you from the bottom of their hearts, too. 

For this Sunday, our scripture readings are Isaiah 53: 1-6 and John 10: 22-30. My 
sermon is titled “Following the Shepherd”. I look forward to seeing all of you either at 
8:30am or 10:30am. At 10:30am you can join me either in the sanctuary or over 
Zoom. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich 

 


