
¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

My friends, today I want to thank all of you for your prayers, phone calls, text 
messages and cards that you sent me about my skin cancer diagnosis. I am so 
touched by your outpouring of love for me. I had a successful procedure to have it 
removed on Tuesday, and I am pleased to report that I am doing just fine.  
 
Today I have a couple of routine announcements for you and then I want to 
address something more serious.  
 
My first announcement is a reminder that on Sunday, June 5, we will be honoring 
our graduates at LPPC, and on Sunday, June 12, we will be celebrating all that we 
do in this church to care for the health and wellness of all God’s people. I will have 
more to say about June 12 next week. But with respect to June 5,  if you are 
graduating from middle school, high school, college, or any other kind of school, 
we would like to honor you that day. Also, if you have a child, grandchild, niece, 
nephew, or any other close relative who is graduating from a school, we would 
like to honor them, too. Prior to next Sunday, please let Karen or me know the 
name of the person you would like to honor and the name of the school from 
which they are graduating.  
 
My second annoucement is this. The Session and I have both observed that from 
time to time, we will have young children worshipping with us, and we want to do 
everything we can as a church to meet their needs and not ignore them. So, one 
of the things we would like to do is to start having Sunday school classes on an “as 
needed” basis. In other words, we are looking for Sunday school teachers who will 
be prepared to teach Sunday school lessons in case children show up to our 
church. If you would like to volunteer for such a position, it may also be helpful to 
know that you do not need to come up with your own curriculum. We have our 
own curriculum here and all you would need to do is teach it. For babies and 
toddlers who are too young to attend Sunday school, we are also looking for 
volunteers who can watch and care for them in the nursery. If you would like to 
volunteer either to teach Sunday school or to be in the nursery, please let me or 
Karen know.   
 
Finally, I come to the most serious part of my weekly message. I know that all our 
hearts are broken this week as we see the news about the latest mass shooting at 



an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas. Along with this heartbreak, I know that 
many of you also have emotions such as anger and fear. You feel angry because 
you don’t understand why we as a society can’t do more to stop such acts of 
violence, and you feel fear because you ask yourselves if little children cannot be 
safe in school, who among us is safe anywhere? I wish I had a magic wand that 
could make all these horrors go away, but unfortunately, I don’t. What I can 
promise you, however, is that if you ever want to talk to me about what you are 
feeling, I am always willing to listen and to pray with you.  
 
This Sunday, the scripture readings will be Psalm 2: 1-6, 10-12 and Acts 16: 16-34. 
My sermon is titled “The Presence of God”. You can join me at either 8:30am in 
the Upper Room or at 10:30am in the sanctuary or over Zoom. 
  
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Rich  
 


