
 

Happy Birthday to LPPC and the Order for Worship for Sunday, February 20, 2022  

¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

My friends, some months ago, I was driving down the highway when I passed a church on 
the side of the road. Like many churches, this church had a sign with movable letters, 
allowing someone on the staff to change the message each week. Well, at the time that I 
passed the sign, it read “Sign broken, message inside”. I laughed when I read this, and 
maybe you are also amused by it. But I also found it ironic that this sign was conveying a 
message, even though whoever put these words up apparently thought it wasn’t. Moreover, 
the message it conveyed to the community reading it was one which I couldn’t disagree with 
more. 

What this congregation was saying to its community with this sign, at least as I understood it, 
was this: We could share some words of wisdom with you to help you in your life, but we 
refuse to do so unless you attend our church. Now, you may wonder why I disagree with this 
message. As the pastor of LPPC, don’t I want as many people as possible to attend our 
church? Of course I do. Don’t I agree that the truth of the gospel cannot be reduced to a 
simple message that can fit on a sign? Absolutely. But I have never been the kind of pastor 
who says that I am going to withhold something good from people in my community unless 
they attend my church. To me, such an attitude is completely inconsistent with the hospitality 
that Jesus showed to others, and it is completely inconsistent with the hospitality that I must 
show to others if I am to be one of his faithful disciples. 

I am also proud to be the pastor of a church that has a very different attitude toward the 
Greater Placitas area than the kind of attitude this congregation seems to have toward its 
community. To me, if there is anything that is clear about us at LPPC, it is that we are a 
welcome place for our community. We care for our community through ministries and 
programs such Alcoholics Anonymous, the Earth Care Fellowship, Casa Rosa and Bernalillo 
Families in Need. We embrace the gifts and talents of our community in the Placitas Artists 
Series, and we welcome little children through Kids Day Out. We have cooking classes; in 
the past we have had yoga classes and the list goes on and on. At LPPC, we never say 
“Sign broken, message inside.” We say “God loves you and we want to share God’s blessing 
with you, even if you choose not to be a part of this church.” 

This Sunday, our scripture readings are Genesis 45: 3-11, 15 and Romans 8: 31-39. My 
sermon is titled “The Promise of Presence”. Don’t forget that we will be celebrating LPPC’s 
128th birthday this Sunday! I look forward to joining all of you either at 8:30am in the Upper 
Room or at 10:30 in the sanctuary or over Zoom. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich 

 


