
 

¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo!  

My friends, today I am reminded of the song “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas.” It 
is indeed beginning to look a lot like Christmas here at LPPC! Today, volunteers who are 
involved in the Dignity Mission will be loading up a truck to go to El Paso with various things 
for people staying in shelters across the border, and on December 13, we will be sending 
down 345 Christmas stockings for all the children staying in these shelters. This Saturday, 
Diane Herrera Shepard is leading a biscochito cooking class and volunteers will also be 
decorating the tree and hanging the greens in the sanctuary. In the next few weeks, we are 
also looking forward to the PAS concert on December 12, the WSPR Poetry event on 
December 19, and of course our Christmas Eve service on December 24.  

As December 25 is drawing closer to us, I know that it is customary for each of us to think 
about what it is that we want for Christmas. Like so many of you, when I was a child, I 
thought about what kinds of things I wanted for Christmas that could be wrapped up in paper 
and placed under the tree. But now that I am older, all I want for Christmas is to be together 
with people I love. I now know the pain of seeing an empty place at the table at Christmas 
because someone you love has gone to be with the Lord. I also know the joy of counting the 
days until one of your children who is away at college will be home for Christmas. 

Christmas is of course the celebration of the birth of our Lord, but it is the celebration of more 
than just the birth of our Lord. It is the celebration of a family. Mary, Joseph, and Jesus were 
a family that is as much a part of the Christmas story as anything else is. This Christmas, if 
you are experiencing the pain of a family member’s absence, know that I hold you in my 
prayers and that you are in all our prayers here at LPPC. Also, if you are rejoicing this 
Christmas because you will be reunited with your family, be assured that this is something all 
of us celebrate with you as well.     

Today, I also want to remind you that up until this Sunday, December 5, we are still looking 
for your ideas for a new mission statement for our church. A church mission statement is 
usually just a brief sentence that captures who the church is for the community it serves. It is 
normally the kind of sentence that could fit on a bumper sticker. In your mind, what is a brief 
sentence that captures who we are? Please share your ideas with either me or Karen. We 
are looking forward to hearing what you have to say.  

This Sunday, for the second Sunday in Advent, our scripture readings will be Malachi 3: 1-4 
and Philippians 1:3-11. My sermon is titled “Bearing Fruit.” Please join worship at either 8:30 
a.m. in the Upper Room or at 10:30 a.m. either in the sanctuary or over Zoom. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich  

 


