
¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

My friends, as I write this, it is December 2nd and Christmas is a mere 23 days 
away. I don’t know about you, but all my life during this time of year, I have heard 
a message from the church which says, “Don’t let Christmas go by without taking 
time to remember what this season is all about.” But I know what so many of you 
are thinking. Within the next twenty-three days, you have to shop for your 
parents, your children, your nephews, your nieces, your siblings, and your spouse. 
You need to wrap presents. You need to go to your best friend’s Christmas party 
and your grandchildren’s recital. You need to buy a tree, trim the tree, clean, and 
decorate your house. You need to get family Christmas pictures taken. You need 
to bake Christmas cookies, prepare the guest bedroom for your relatives who are 
visiting, pick your cousins up at the airport, and the list goes on and on. Amid all 
this activity, when are you going to find the time to think about what this season 
is about?  
 
Unfortunately, I think we have turned the Christmas season into a time of putting 
enormous pressure on ourselves, and I am afraid a part of that pressure even 
comes in the form of finding an adequate amount of time to think about the 
meaning of this season. But today, I want to remind you that Christmas doesn’t 
have to be perfect. In fact, the first Christmas was anything but perfect! Joseph 
was forced to travel all the way from Nazareth to Bethlehem with a very pregnant 
Mary. When they got to Bethlehem there was no room in the inn, and thus, the 
baby Jesus had to spend his first night on earth in a drafty barn, lying in a manger 
where the animals were supposed to eat. Christmas is not about our having to be 
perfect for God, it is about God coming down to be with us in the middle of our 
messy, imperfect, and broken lives. So don’t make Christmas a season to put 
pressure on yourself. Don’t even worry if your Christmas is a mess. The first 
Christmas was a mess, but this is the story of Christmas the church has celebrated 
for two thousand years!   
 
This Sunday, our scripture readings will be Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19 and Matthew 3: 1-
12. My sermon is titled “A Time to Be Holy”. I look forward to seeing you at 8:30 
am in the Upper Room or at 10:30 am in the sanctuary or over Zoom. 
  
Blessings, 
Pastor Rich  
 


