
¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo!  

Well, my friends, I don’t think I have to tell you what a busy time of year this is. This is a time of 

year in which we engage in the rituals of shopping for presents, sending cards, going to office 

holiday parties, attending our children and grandchildren’s Christmas concerts, trimming the tree 

and so forth. But not only is this a busy time of year for most of us personally, it is even a busy 

time of year for us here at LPPC. This is of course a time of year when we prepare for Advent, 

Christmas, and winter rituals. For the past couple of weeks, we have therefore been decorating 

the sanctuary, baking biscochitos and planning for our WSPR poetry reading and Christmas 

Eve service. But what makes us even busier here at LPPC is that because this year is ending 

and a new one is beginning, it is also time for us to do such things as prepare our annual 

budget, nominate a new class of elders and deacons, and get ready for our annual meeting at 

the end of January. 

It is often said that amid our business during the Christmas season, we should take time to 

remember what the season of Christmas is all about. I certainly agree with that sentiment. But 

friends, I don’t have any doubt that the first Christmas was also a busy, difficult, and anxious 

time. I imagine that as Mary and Joseph prepared to take a long journey from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem, they had quite a lot to do to get ready. I imagine the five-day journey with a very 

pregnant Mary was also extremely difficult. Finally, I’m sure that from time to time we have all 

imagined what it must have been like to arrive in Bethlehem only to find that there was no room 

in the inn.  

If you can take time out of your busy schedule this December to reflect on the meaning of this 

season, that’s wonderful. But if the idea of taking such time simply adds to your stress and your 

sense of “busyness” then maybe it would be helpful to remember that a busy, stressful world 

was exactly the kind of world our Lord was born into. Our Lord was not born into a perfect world. 

The world in which he was born wasn’t any better than ours. But the good news of this season 

is that he abides with us in this broken world. And I hope that is something that brings us all 

comfort and joy this time of year.  

This Sunday, for the third Sunday in Advent, our scripture readings will be Zephaniah 3:14-20 

and Luke 3: 7-18. My sermon is titled “It’s Not Christmas Yet……Merry Christmas!” Please join 

worship at either 8:30 a.m. in the Upper Room or at 10:30 a.m. either in the sanctuary or over 

Zoom. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich  

 


