
¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

My friends, as we are now less than a week away from Thanksgiving, I know that 
many of you are joining me in reflecting on what it is that you have to be thankful 
for. So, this morning I hope you don’t mind if I share some of the things I’m 
thankful for.  
 
First, I am thankful for my family and for all of you. I know I don’t say this often 
enough, but I have deep love and affection for this congregation, and you bring 
great joy into my life. I hope you all know that the highlight of every week for me 
is to be able to come to this church building on Sunday morning, because I know 
that I will see all of you face to face. Just being able to be with you all does my 
heart good, even when we’re not doing anything out of the ordinary. 
 
Second, I have finally reached the age when I can truly say that I am thankful for 
every day. When I was a kid, I remember my mom and dad used to say to me 
“God doesn’t promise us tomorrow.” Well, that used to terrify me. Naturally, as a 
child, I would hear this and worry that I was living my last day on earth. But now I 
understand what it means that we’re not promised tomorrow. The older you get, 
the more you realize that life is fragile and once people are gone from this life, 
they are gone forever. But as fragile as life is, a quality life is even more fragile. I 
am grateful to God for every day that I wake up free from pain, able to walk, able 
to see and hear and think. We only have this quality of life for a little while, and 
every day we have it is a day to be thankful.  
 
Finally, I am thankful to be living under a democratic system of government which 
recognizes my basic human rights. We have just come through an election this 
month, and as is the case with every election, I know there are some at LPPC who 
are happy with the outcome of the election and others who are disappointed. But 
I think we would all do well to remember that even the ability to express one’s 
disappointment in an election is a right that billions of people in this world do not 
have. Like life, democracy is also fragile, and every day that we live in a 
democracy is a day that could be much worse.     
 
This Sunday, our scripture readings will be Psalm 46: 1-7 and Luke 17: 11-19. My 
sermon is titled “The One Who Said ‘Thank You’ ”. I look forward to seeing you at 
8:30 am in the Upper Room or at 10:30 am in the sanctuary or over Zoom. 



  
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Rich  
 


