
¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 
My friends, on Wednesday evening I had the wonderful opportunity to attend our 
Presbytery’s monthly Earth Care Presentation where the guest speaker was The Rev. Martha 
Sadongei. The Rev. Sadongei told fascinating stories about growing up as a Kiowa Native 
American, and the values that her Kiowa experience taught her about caring for the earth. But 
among the most interesting parts of the evening came toward the end of our time together 
when Rev. Sadongei talked about the value of silence. She spoke not only about the value of 
silence for the sake of listening to nature, but also the value of silence when it comes to 
listening to communities like Native American tribes who have long been silenced by the 
voices of white people of European ancestry. 
As I listened to Rev. Sadongei, I couldn’t help but be reminded of people I have known who 
are uncomfortable with silence. When I was in college, I had a roommate who was so 
uncomfortable with silence that he had to have a shower radio, because the very thought of 
taking a shower for a few minutes each day and not hearing the voices of other people talking 
or singing was simply unbearable to him. 
The church obviously could not exist if we did not have something to say to the world. The 
Book of Order states that one of the six great ends of the church is “the proclamation of the 
gospel for the salvation of humankind.” The gospel obviously cannot be proclaimed without 
using words. Moreover, we can sin by being silent when we should speak. To be silent in the 
face of injustice and cruelty is to give our blessing to injustice and cruelty. But we in the 
church need to be silent and listen as much as we speak, so that we can hear the voice of God 
which I think often comes to us both in the sounds of nature and the voices of people who 
have not been heard. 
Rev. Sadongei’s words about silence also reminded me of a funny thing that happened to me 
when I was first starting to preach. One time when I was still a Seminary student, I preached 
in a rural church that would recite the Apostle’s Creed in every service. The words of the 
Apostle’s Creed were not in the bulletin, but that didn’t bother me. I had said the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed so many times I could say them in my sleep. Well, during the service when it 
came time to say this creed I stood before the congregation and as I noticed everyone staring 
at me, suddenly I froze! For the life of me, I couldn’t remember how the Apostle’s Creed 
started! I stood there for about two minutes in awkward silence, when suddenly the words “I 
believe” came to me. I thought these two minutes of awkward silence were a disaster. But 
believe it or not, someone came up to me at the close of the service and with tears in her 
eyes, thanked me for the “profound moment of silence” I lead the congregation through right 
before I started the creed. The silent moment that I thought was such a disaster, God had 
used for good! 
This Sunday, our scripture readings will be Job 42: 1-6, 10-13, and 16-17, and Matthew 7: 1-5. 
My sermon is titled “A Blameless and Upright Man”. I hope to see all of you at either 8:30 or 
10:30am. Please remember that at our 10:30am service, you may join us either in person or 
over Zoom. Also, if you missed the opportunity to turn in your pledge card last week, 
remember that there is still time to turn it in. You can put it in the offering plate during 
Sunday worship or bring it by the church office during the week.
Blessings,
Pastor Rich


