
 

Happy New Year and the Order for Worship for Sunday, 
January 2, 2022  

¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

Well friends, this is my last email to you of 2021. The next time I address you as a 
congregation, it will be 2022. I can remember that I arrived here in New Mexico on New 
Year’s Day of 2021, and my first year in this state as your pastor has been one of the best 
years of my life! At first it was a challenge because the COVID pandemic meant I could not 
see you all in person and I had to wait several months until I could be reunited with Kelly, 
Dominic, and Sophia. But I have never had a moment’s regret about coming here to be your 
pastor. All in all, this has been a wonderful year for me and my family. 

Yes, 2021 has been a wonderful year for me, but I am also aware that 2021 has not been 
such a wonderful year for everyone in our congregation. I know there are people reading this 
email today who have lost people close to them in the past year and have faced health 
challenges of various kinds. I know that many of you have not felt comfortable coming back 
to church due to your concerns about the COVID pandemic and you deeply miss your 
connections with all of us. Given what this year has brought, many of you may not be looking 
forward to 2022. You may hope that 2022 is a better year than 2021, but this past year 
makes you worried about the future more than anything else.  

In the past, whenever I have written about the future to all of you, I have reminded you that 
while we don’t know what tomorrow holds, we know who holds tomorrow. I still think this is 
important to remember. But if this message is not enough to give you the courage to face a 
new year with joy in your heart, I think it is also important to remember that God doesn’t ask 
us to live one year at a time. God only asks us to live one day at a time. Jesus said “Do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough 
for today.” The older I get, the more I realize how much wisdom there is in these words, and 
it is wisdom that I hope allows you to face each day with joy instead of anxiety.   

This Sunday, our scripture readings are Isaiah 60: 1-6 and Matthew 2:1-12. My sermon is 
titled “Wise Men?” I hope you will join me either at 8:30am in the Upper Room or at 10:30am 
either in the sanctuary or over Zoom.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich  

 


