
¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

My friends, it is good to be back at LPPC after a two-week Christmas vacation. 
During our time away, the Holmes family spent some quality time in Michigan 
with Kelly’s side of the family. Sadly, we had to say goodbye to Sophia as she 
returned to college in Ohio, but we look forward to seeing her again soon when 
she comes home for Spring Break.  
 
Today I want to celebrate all the generosity in this congregation. Early this 
morning, our halls were filled with volunteers for the Dignity Mission who 
assembled 1043 dignity kits for people staying in shelters at the border, as well as 
80 family kits for asylum seekers staying in Albuquerque. In addition to this, so 
many of you have also responded to our appeal to help those families who were 
evicted from the Santa Clara Apartments in Española, and so far, we have raised 
$780 for that effort.  
 
On this weekend that we celebrate Martin Luther King’s birthday, my thoughts 
turn to a quote from Dr. King which comes from his famous Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail. In this letter, King wrote “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.” When he wrote these words, Dr. King was answering his critics who 
said that he had no business traveling from Georgia to campaign for civil rights in 
Alabama, but I think his words apply to our situation today. When people face 
injustices that cause them to flee their home countries and seek asylum in the 
United States, or they face injustice in other parts of the state such as Española, 
we may be tempted to think this is none of our business. At times, we may be 
tempted to think that injustices in other parts of our state or world are the 
problems of these other parts of the state or world. But Dr. King reminds us that 
whenever there is injustice in any part of this world, justice cannot be secure in 
our part of the world. I’m proud to be the part of a congregation that understands 
this, and I am glad that in this new year of 2023, the thirst for justice in this 
congregation is still alive and well.  
 
This Sunday, our scripture readings are Isaiah 49: 1-7 and First John 4: 7-12, 19-20. 
My sermon is titled “Two Sides of the Same Coin”. I look forward to joining you at 
either 8:30am in the Upper Room or at 10:30am either over Zoom or in the 
sanctuary.   
  



Blessings, 
 
Pastor Rich  
 


