
 

¡Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

My friends, this week I have two things to share with you. The first thing I want to share with you is that 
we have rescheduled our “Voicing Our Vision” event to October 10th, so please mark your calendars for 
this exciting time to share in a congregational conversation about where God is leading us in the future. 
In preparing for this event, I have some more information to share with you from our survey. I recently 
provided all of you with a brief summary of the data from that survey, but Anne has been kind enough 
to provide a richer analysis of the data. Here are Anne’s remarks: 

“People’s comments in the survey focused on a number of topics. The most important thing about the 
written comments in the survey is that they reflect the rich diversity of experiences and opinions which 
is LPPC, within a broader framework of general agreement. This requires more discussion to develop our 
goals, which LPPC will be doing with the congregation as we plan this fall. Here is a summary of 
comments to some of the questions, where there were a significant number of comments. 

1. Sunday Worship: People find that the gathering and fellowship, sermons, and music are the 
most valued parts of the Sunday worship experience. Within that broad area of agreement, 
there are differences of opinion about the mix of music, as well as the sermon format preferred 
over discussion in the 10:30 am service (or the one service in the summer). There is general 
agreement that the service should be kept to one hour, with a clear focus, and not a long time 
for announcements. When asked about zoom worship, in their comments, there was strong 
agreement among the vast majority of people that zoom has served an important purpose 
during the times of Covid, when it was not safe to meet in person. It is seen as a less meaningful 
and engaging way to connect in worship, but useful for most; for a few, it is preferable. 

2. What do we Need to do to Respond to your Personal Needs? People are appreciative of the 
monthly calls from the Deacons, and want to see the volunteer groups and activities reactivated 
when we’re fully back together. 

3. What We Like Most About LPPC. The majority of comments people made indicate that they 
deeply appreciate the ongoing communication from LPPC staff, and the mission work of the 
church. 

4. Suggested Changes. Included a wide variety of suggestions, which need to be further discussed. 
The majority of suggestions focused on increasing the connectional activities for church 
members and the community, building on the communication, and increasing membership and 
pledges.“  

The second thing I want to share with you today is this. Surely everyone knows that Monday is Labor 
Day, which most of us enjoy in the form of a three-day weekend that marks the unofficial end to 
summer. But Labor Day is about a lot more than just the end of summer, or the beginning of fall. It is of 
course also about celebrating the working class in this country and appreciating their struggle for dignity 
and economic justice. The bible has quite a lot to say about economic justice for those who labor with 
their hands. The prophet Isaiah, for example, looked forward to a day of justice when those who “build 
houses” shall “inhabit them” and those who “plant vineyards” shall “eat their fruit”. “They shall not 
build and another inhabit” the prophet says. “They shall not plant and another eat.”  

Being treated and compensated fairly for the work one does is a biblical principle. At LPPC we can 
remember this principle not just by remembering the importance of the labor movement, but by acting 
in such a way that ensures people who work with their hands are treated with dignity. Perhaps we can 
re-examine our spending practices and ask ourselves if we are spending our dollars on products made by 



sweatshop workers when we could instead spend them on companies that compensate their workers 
fairly. Perhaps we can also ask ourselves if we are paying people who do jobs for us such as cleaning our 
homes fairly and not just according to whatever wage they agree to. Finally, when we enter the ballot 
box, perhaps we can ask ourselves if we are voting for policies which treat workers fairly both in the U.S. 
and around the world. What does fairness mean in all these cases? My friends, I don’t presume to be 
able to answer that question, but I hope we will all at least think about it, because failing to think about 
it at all dishonors those who have as much of a right to lives of dignity as anyone else.  

This Sunday, our Old Testament Reading will be Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-9, and 22-23. The Gospel Reading 
will be Luke 18:1-8. My sermon is titled “The Widow and the Judge.” I look forward to seeing everyone 
either on Zoom or in person at 9:30am.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich 


