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changes! June 20, 2021 

Dear LPPC Friends, 

I wanted to take this opportunity to inform you about the latest changes to our church 
policies for worshipping and fellowshipping now that the cases of COVID-19 in New Mexico 
are seriously declining. At its monthly meeting last Monday evening, the Session decided to 
accept the recommendation of the Health and Safety Committee to loosen restrictions on 
worship and fellowship in light of the waning threat of COVID-19. The new policies the 
Session adopted are as follows: 

·         Mask wearing will now be optional during worship. However, the wearing of masks is 
still strongly recommended for those who remain unvaccinated. 

·         People who are fully vaccinated and who are performing in the choir or the chancel 
area of the church may be allowed to sing, while those in the congregation are still asked to 
refrain from singing. 

·         Fellowship hour after church may include prepared foods (such as homemade 
brownies and casseroles) so long as prepackaged food is also available as an option. 

·         Fellowship hour after church should continue to be held outside except when the 
weather is unfavorable. When the weather is unfavorable, fellowship hour may now be held 
indoors. 

My friends, as with every change to our health and safety policies, I know there are some 
people in the congregation who may think we are moving too quickly to change our policies, 
there are others who may think we are moving too slowly, and still others who think the 
pace is just right. But whether you agree or disagree with the pace of these changes, as 
your pastor, I can assure you that these decisions have not been made lightly, but 
prayerfully and carefully. 

Finally, I promise that in God’s time, we will get to a point where worship and fellowship 
have completely returned to normal. Like all of you, I can’t wait for that day to come, and 
sometimes I find myself growing impatient in waiting for it to come. But I think we should all 
pray that our decisions should neither be guided by an impatience for normalcy nor an 
irrational fear of sickness. When we avoid these things, and we make decisions calmly and 
prayerfully, then I think we can be assured that we are acting on God’s schedule and not 
our own. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich   

 


