
 

 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

April 25, 2021 

10:30am 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Earth Day Celebration 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                  Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                Rich Holmes and Don Turton 

OPENING PRAYER                         Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

 
One: On this Fourth Sunday of Easter, O God, we come to worship still marveling at the 
wonder of the empty tomb. 
 
*All: Remind us in this hour that the risen Christ brings hope for us, hope for those 
who have gone before us, and hope for the entire creation. Then, may we worship 
in a spirit of joy and thanksgiving.    

INSTRUMENTAL INTROIT                                     Mindy Sampson 

 

RESPONSIVE READING               (from Psalm 24)        

Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

 
One: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.  
 
*All: The world is the Lord’s and all those who live in it.  
 



One: For God has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. 
 
*All: Let us worship God!  

OPENING HYMN                           “Climate Is Warming”                      Elliot Smith  

 
CALL TO CONFESSION                                      Rich Holmes 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us now confess our sins to God as we trust 
in God’s forgiveness. Let us pray.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                              Anne Hays Egan 

Merciful God, Creator of all that is, we thank you that you call us to be stewards of 
your creation. We confess that we have gone astray from the task of caring for what 
you have made, both by what we have done and what we have left undone. We have 
looked at fossil fuels and seen the power to keep us warm, to light our nights and 
to move us across the globe. We have failed to see how their overuse brings 
destruction to this planet we call home.  

Forgive us our sins, we pray. Lead us so that we may not be silent observers when 
your beauty is harmed, that we may discern how to repair and restore the harm that 
has been done. We pray this so that all the creatures of the earth may thrive in a 
clean and healthy world, and join in a chorus of endless praise to your name. Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                     Rich Holmes 
 
Beloved of God, Jesus said that God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. Know that your sins 
are forgiven and be at peace.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made 

new. Thanks be to God! Amen.  

* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with 

one another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon 

to send a greeting. 

 



MUSICAL RESPONSE                                           Mindy Sampson 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION              Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan  

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as 

the Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the 

word that you have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                 Salmo 23 

Spanish liturgist:  Eloise Sanchez 

El Señor es mi pastor; nada me falta.  

En verdes praderas me hace descansar, a las aguas tranquilas me conduce, me da 
nuevas fuerzas y me lleva por caminos rectos, haciendo honor a su nombre.  

Aunque pase por el más oscuro de los valles, no temeré peligro alguno, porque tú, Señor, 
estás conmigo; tu vara y tu bastón me inspiran confianza. 

Me has preparado un banquete ante los ojos de mis enemigos; has vertido perfume en 
mi cabeza, y has llenado mi copa a rebosar. 

Tu bondad y tu amor me acompañan a lo largo de mis días, y en tu casa, oh Señor, por 
siempre viviré. 

The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.  

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for thou art with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.  

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord my whole life long.  



READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                     First John 3: 16-24 

English liturgist: Jacque Fletcher 

We know love by this, that he laid down our life for us—and we ought to lay down our 

lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 

and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help? 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we 

will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our 

hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts and he knows everything. Beloved, 

if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him 

whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.  

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments 

abide in him and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 

Spirit that he has given us.  

Solo                                       “For the Beauty of the Earth”                        Elliot Smith  

  

SERMON:                       “The Climate Crisis: A Crisis of Loving”            Emily Syal   

            

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of Belhar)                Anne Hays Egan 

 
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects 
and cares for the church through Word and Spirit. We believe in one holy, universal 
Christian church, the communion of saints called from the entire human race. 
 
 We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation 
in and through Jesus Christ; we believe that the church is called to be the salt of 
the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is 
a peacemaker, that the church is witness by both word and deed to the new heaven 
and the new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 
We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the 
God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged. We believe that God calls the 
church to follow God in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives 
bread to the hungry.  
 



We believe that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering 
and need, which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against 
and strive against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  
 
Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor 
and the glory forever and ever.  

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                        Anne Hays Egan 
 
(Ecumenical version, adapted) Our Lord God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY   

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION       

Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

 
One: For the human race in all its diversity, for plants and animals of every species, for 
sunshine, snow and rain, rivers, lakes, deserts and mountains, for all the blessings of the 
good earth we give you thanks, O God.  
 
*All: And we bring you these gifts as a sign that we are committed to caring for all 
that you have blessed us with. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.   
 

FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD  

 

CLOSING HYMN                   “For Life We Rejoice”                  Elliot Smith  
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                Emily Syal 

*POSTLUDE                                   Mindy Sampson 

  

*During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked 

to keep their microphones muted.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

۞   Please remember to make reservations for the following service: 

  Sunday, May 2, 2021 10:30am 

 You can make reservations by calling the church at 867-5718 or emailing   

 administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org. We will have one service on Sunday until  more 

 restrictions are lifted and the vaccination rate is higher. 

۞ If you plan on having events in the church, please let Karen, our administrator, know. 

Otherwise, it will be assumed that the event will be on Zoom. 

۞ With gratitude, the life of Glenn Ingram will be celebrated on Friday, April 30, at 1:30pm.  

To join the service on-line please use this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4130394100 

۞ Congratulations and best wishes to Yvonne Escarcida Brown and Richard Grant on    

 their wedding to be held  on May 1st at 6:30pm. 

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Emery board/ nail file 

  

Travel size deodorant 

  

Travel size shampoo*    

  

Travel size lotion*     

  

Travel size toothpaste* (Please ask your dentist.) 

                  Our thanks to…… 
      10:30 
  Spanish Liturgist  Eloise Sanchez 

  English Liturgist  Jacque Fletcher 

  Screeners   Bill Lumm     

      Nancy Walker 

  Greeters   Eloise Sanchez 

     Diane Herrera Shepard  

 Ushers    Sue Hoff 

     Virginia Watkins   

 Offering Counters  Virginia Watkins  

                         Karen Cox    

   

            Weekly Calendar 
       Sunday  4/25/21   Fourth Sunday of Easter/Earth Day  

      Celebration with guest preacher Emily 

      Sayl from Interfaith Power and Light 

 

     10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

Monday          4/26/21         

Tuesday   4/27/21    8:30 am Breakfast Discussion Group    

Wednesday   4/28/21    7:00 pm Book Group  

Thursday   4/29/21     

Friday     4/30/21               1:30 pm Celebration of the life of Glenn Ingram 

Saturday     5/1/21    9:00 am  Casa Rosa Food Distribution 

Sunday        5/2/21   Fifth Sunday of Easter 

                10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

           

    

        


