
 

 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

April 18, 2021 

10:30am 

Third Sunday of Easter 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                             Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

OPENING PRAYER                                                                           Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: Almighty God, we settle into this hour of worship with dozens of distractions and dozens of 
things on our minds. We bring into this hour the things of the week behind and the things of the 
week to come.  
 
All: By the power of your Spirit, may all our cares and concerns melt away so that we may rest 
in your presence.  Remind us once again that you have dominion over everything that could 
concern us, and remind us, too, that nothing can separate us from your love. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

INSTRUMENTAL INTROIT                                                           Mindy Sampson 

RESPONSIVE READING                               (from First John 3)           Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: See what love the Father has given us that we should be called children of God and that is 
what we are. 

All: The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

One: Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 

All: What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 
he is.  



OPENING HYMN                                    “Without Seeing You“                                              Elliot Smith  

CALL TO CONFESSION                          Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 
 
Beloved of God, the proof of God’s amazing love is this: while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. And because we have faith in Christ, we dare to approach God in confidence. In humility 
and faith, let us therefore confess our sins to God as we trust that God will forgive us. Let us pray.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                      Anne Hays Egan 
 
Eternal God, you sent Jesus Christ into this world that we would know your love and share your 
life. Yet we resist you, and fail to walk in your ways. Your good news becomes stale to us; we 
lose our awe at your power over sin and death. We allow the cares of this world to rob us of 
our Easter joy.  
 
Cleanse our hearts and forgive our sins, we pray. Remind us that we belong to you. Nurture us 
in the life abundant, that we would grow into the full stature of our calling as your children. In 
the name of Christ, our risen Lord, Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                             Rich Holmes  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, Jesus said that God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but so that the world might be saved through him. Know that your sins are forgiven 
and be at peace.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. Thanks 

be to God! Amen.  

* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and 
with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting.  

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Mindy Sampson 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                     Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the Scriptures 
are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you have for us 
today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                         Psalm 4: 1-2, 3-4, 5-8 

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 



READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                                        Hechos 3: 12-19 

Spanish liturgist: Sally Curro 

Pedro, al ver esto, les dijo: '¿Por qué se asombran ustedes, israelitas? ¿Por qué nos miran como 
si nosotros mismos hubiéramos sanado a este hombre y lo hubiéramos hecho andar por medio 
de algún poder nuestro o por nuestra piedad? El Dios de Abraham, de Isaac y de Jacob, el Dios 
de nuestros antepasados, ha dado el más alto honor a su siervo Jesús, a quien ustedes entregaron 
a las autoridades y a quien ustedes rechazaron, después que Pilato había decidido soltarlo. En 
vez de pedir la libertad de aquel que era santo y justo, ustedes pidieron que se soltara a un 
criminal. Y así mataron ustedes al que nos lleva a la vida. Pero Dios lo resucitó, y de esto nosotros 
somos testigos.Lo que ha hecho cobrar fuerzas a este hombre que ustedes ven y conocen, es la 
fe en el nombre de Jesús. Esa fe en Jesús es la que lo ha hecho sanar completamente, como todos 
ustedes pueden ver. 

'Ya sé, hermanos, que cuando ustedes y sus jefes mataron a Jesús, lo hicieron sin saber en 

realidad lo que estaban haciendo. Pero Dios cumplió de este modo lo que antes había anunciado 

por medio de todos sus profetas: que su Mesías tenía que morir. Por eso, vuélvanse ustedes a 

Dios y conviértanse, para que él les borre sus pecados. 

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why 

do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors have glorified his 

servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 

decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 

murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God has raised from the dead. To 

this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom 

you see and know and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 

presence of all of you.  

“And now friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God 

fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 

therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”  

 
 SOLO                                                           “Saint Honesty”                                                        Elliot Smith 

SERMON                                              “Don’t We Have an Alibi?”                                Rich Holmes 

 

~RESPONDING TO THE WORD~ 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)  



 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching 
good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the 
children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving 
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy 
and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the 
sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the 
power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.  
 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to 
live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and earth, praying “Come, 
Lord Jesus!” With believers of every time and place, we rejoice that nothing can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version, adapted) Our Lord God 
in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                                  Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

 
One: Almighty God, how are we to respond to this Easter season? When tombs do not stay 
sealed; when dead and immobile bodies walk into the daylight; when people who were gone are 
alive again, we know not how to respond.  
 
*All: But we dedicate our lives and all we have to you in the hope that through your amazing 
grace, our response could be acceptable to you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.   

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

CLOSING HYMN                                  “Amazing Grace”                                                Elliot Smith 
        
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                              Mindy Sampson  

*During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep 

their microphones muted. 

 

 

 



 

 

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

 

۞  There will be a Congregational Meeting to elect a new Nominating Committee  
             immediately after today’s service. The nominees are Sue Hoff, Trip Jennings, Chris Mink, 

Jeannine Potter and Virginia Watkins. 

 

 ۞ Please remember to make reservations for the following service: 

  Sunday, April 25, 2021 10:30am 

 You can make reservations by calling the church at 867-5718 or emailing 

 administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org. We will have one service on Sunday until more 

 restrictions are lifted and the vaccination rate is higher. 

۞ If you plan on having events in the church, please let Karen, our administrator, know. 

Otherwise, it will be assumed that the event will be on Zoom. 

۞ Welcome to Kelly Holmes as the newest member of LPPC! It will be so good to have 

her and the family here with Pastor Rich. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

       ۞ Sunday   4/18/21   Third Sunday of Easter 

       10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

 Monday         4/19/21    7:00 pm 

 Tuesday  4/20/21    8:30 am Breakfast Discussion Group 

         7:00 pm Earth Care 

 Wednesday   4/21/21    7:00 pm  Book Group  

 Thursday   4/22/21  10:00 am Bible Study 

        5:00 pm Worship Committee—in person and on Zoom 

 Friday     4/23/21 

 Saturday   4/24/21    9:00 am  Casa Rosa Food Distribution 

 Sunday      4/25/21   Fourth Sunday of Easter 

      10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

       Earth Day celebration with guest preacher 

       Emily Sayl from Interfaith Power and Light 

        


