
 

 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

April 11, 2021 

10:30am 

Second Sunday of Easter 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                             Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

OPENING PRAYER                                                                                                                Rich Holmes 

One: Almighty God, we are entering your gates of thanksgiving and your courts with praise.  
 
All: May this hour of worship be a time of praise for all your blessings, sorrow for all our sins, 
rejoicing for your forgiveness, inspiration from hearing your word and awe at being in your 
presence. In the name of the risen Christ we pray, Amen. 

INSTRUMENTAL INTROIT                                                           Mindy Sampson 

RESPONSIVE READING                               (from First John 1)                                                  Rich Holmes  

One: God is light and in God there is no darkness at all.  
 
All: If we say we have fellowship with God while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live 
according to the truth.  
 
One: But if we walk in the light as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and 
the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin. 
 
All: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 



 
OPENING HYMN                   “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright“                                  Elliot Smith  

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                              Rich Holmes 
 
Beloved of God, scripture tells us that the grace of God overflows for us through Christ Jesus, 
who came into the world to save sinners. As we trust in this promise, let us now confess what we 
have done to sin against God and each other, with the confidence that God will forgive us. Let us 
pray.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                             Rich Holmes 
 
God of love, it was not enough for you to take on human flesh and form and live with us. It was 
not enough for you to live humbly and without power. To conquer sin, you accepted its penalty. 
To offer us life, you suffered death.  
 
Forgive us, O God, when we forget the cost of your love. Forgive us when we act as those who 
do not know you. Forgive us when we fail to stand with you in your service. We pray this in the 
name of Jesus, the Lamb of God, Amen.  

 SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                             Rich Holmes  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare 
to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! May the God of mercy strengthen you in all 
goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. Thanks 
be to God! Amen.  

* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and 
with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting.  

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                    Mindy Sampson 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                          Rich Holmes 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the Scriptures 
are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you have for 
us today.  

 



 

 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                                               Salmo 133 

Spanish liturgist: Rich Holmes 

Vean qué bueno y agradable es que los hermanos vivan unidos! Es como el buen perfume que 

corre por la cabeza de los sacerdotes y baja por su barba has el cuello de su ropaje. Es como el 

rocío del monte Hermon, que cae sobre los montes de Sión. Allí es donde el Señor envia la 

bendición de una larga vida.  

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! It is like the precious oil on 
the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of 
his robes. It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there the Lord 
ordained his blessing, life forevermore. 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                                           John 20: 19-31 

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciple told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hands in his 
side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came in and stood among them and said “Peace be with you.” Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.”  

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

 
  



 

SOLO                                     “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For”                          Elliot Smith 

SERMON                                           “Discussion on John 20:19-31”                                Rich Holmes 

 

Why do you think Thomas doubted the resurrection? 

Why does the author tell us that the doors of the house were locked in verse 19? 

What does Thomas require for proof of the resurrection, and why do you think this proof would 
satisfy him? 

What does Jesus mean by saying “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe?” 

~RESPONDING TO THE WORD~ 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (adapted from The Nicene Creed)                                                Rich Holmes 

We believe in one God, the Creator, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all that 
is seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Redeemer, Jesus Christ, the only Child of God, eternally begotten of the 
Creator, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, one in 
being with the Creator. Through Christ all things were made. For us and for our salvation, Jesus 
Christ came down from heaven, was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and became human. 

For our sake Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered, died and was buried. On the 
third day, Christ rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures, ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of God. Jesus Christ will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and the Reign of God will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from God the 
Creator, and Jesus Christ the Redeemer, who with the Creator and the Redeemer, is 
worshipped and glorified and who has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version, adapted) Our Lord God 
in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 



from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                                                                Rich Holmes 

One: Though there are times when we stop loving you, O God, you never stop loving us. Though 
there are times when we turned our backs on you, you never turned your back on us. Though 
there are times when we are unfaithful to you, you are always faithful to us. 

*All: While we change from day to day, your love and grace never changes. For that, we give 
you thanks, O God, and dedicate these tithes and offerings to you in the name of Jesus. Amen.  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

CLOSING HYMN                                  “In the Garden”                                                  Elliot Smith 
        
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                              Mindy Sampson  

*During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep 

their microphones muted. 

 

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

 ۞ Please remember to make reservations for the following service: 

  Sunday, April 18, 2021 10:30am 

 You can make reservations by calling the church at 867-5718 or emailing 

 administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org. We will have one service on Sunday until more 

 restrictions are lifted and the vaccination rate is higher. 

  

       ۞ Sunday   4/11/21   Second Sunday of Easter 

      10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

 Monday         4/12/21    7:00 pm Session 

 Tuesday  4/13/21    8:30 am Breakfast Discussion Group 

         4:00 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

 Wednesday   4/14/21    7:00 pm  Book Group  

 Thursday   4/15/21   

 Friday     4/16/21 

 Saturday   4/17/21    9:00 am  Casa Rosa Food Distribution 

 Sunday      4/18/21   Third Sunday of Easter 

    10:30 am   Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

       Congregational Meeting to elect a new  

       nominating committee 


