
 

 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday in Lent 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                      Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS             

OPENING PRAYER                                  Rich Holmes and Elliot Smith 

One: O God, we see you in the glow of a sunrise that promises a new beginning, we see you in 

the starlit dusk that brings rest to a weary world. We see you in young faces that are smooth 

and full of life, we see you in old faces that are wrinkled with years of wisdom.  

 

*All: We see you in all of creation, O God, and we bring all that you have created us to be into 

this hour of worship. We bring our hopes, our fears, our memories, and our dreams and we 

lay them at the feet of Jesus.  

RESPONSIVE READING    (from Psalm 19)                                                Rich Holmes and Elliot Smith 

One: The heavens are telling the glory of God and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 

*All: In the heavens God has set a tent for the sun which comes out like a bridegroom from 

his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 

One: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The ordinances of the Lord are true and 

righteous altogether. 

*All: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold. Sweeter also are they than 

honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.  



 

Opening Hymn            “For the Beauty of the Earth/Por la Belleza Terrenal”                 Elliot Smith  

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                  Rich Holmes 
 
Beloved of God, hear the words of Jesus: “God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” As we trust in this promise 
of God’s love and grace, let us now confess our sins with the confidence that God will forgive 
us. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                              Elliot Smith 
 
Merciful God, you are the Creator of all, yet we confess that we have not served you with the 
fullness of commitment you deserve. You call, O God, but we fail to listen. You ask us to 
follow, but we go our own way. You offer us new life, but we tread old, familiar paths that 
are empty and barren.  
 
In your mercy, loving God, forgive our sin. Replace our waywardness with faithful trust. 
Renew our spirits and free us from the grip of sin. Lead us to follow in the footsteps of Christ, 
our Lord and Savior. Amen.   

SILENT PRAYER  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                             Rich Holmes 

Hear again these words from Jesus: “Which of you, if his son asks for bread will give him a 
stone, or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those 
who ask him?” Because we have asked for forgiveness, know that God indeed forgives our sins, 
and be at peace, Amen.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. Thanks 

be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and 

with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting.  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                          Rich Holmes and Elliot 

Smith  

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the Scriptures 



are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you have for us 

today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                                      Éxodo 20: 1-
17 

Spanish liturgist: Pat Thorpe 

Dios habló, y dijo todas estas palabras: 

'Yo soy el Señor tu Dios, que te sacó de Egipto, donde eras esclavo. 

'No tengas otros dioses aparte de mí.  

'No te hagas ningún ídolo ni figura de lo que hay arriba en el cielo, ni de lo que hay abajo en la 
tierra, ni de lo que hay en el mar debajo de la tierra. No te inclines delante de ellos ni les rindas 
culto, porque yo soy el Señor tu Dios, Dios celoso que castiga la maldad de los padres que me 
odian, en sus hijos, nietos y bisnietos; pero que trato con amor por mil generaciones a los que 
me aman y cumplen mis mandamientos. 

'No hagas mal uso del nombre del Señor tu Dios, pues él no dejará sin castigo al que use mal su 
nombre. 

'Acuérdate del sábado, para consagrarlo al Señor. Trabaja seis días y haz en ellos todo lo que 
tengas que hacer,pero el séptimo día es de reposo consagrado al Señor tu Dios. No hagas 
ningún trabajo en ese día, ni tampoco tu hijo, ni tu hija, ni tu esclavo, ni tu esclava, ni tus 
animales, ni el extranjero que viva contigo. Porque el Señor hizo en seis días el cielo, la tierra, el 
mar y todo lo que hay en ellos, y descansó el día séptimo. Por eso el Señor bendijo el sábado y 
lo declaró día sagrado.  

'Honra a tu padre y a tu madre, para que vivas una larga vida en la tierra que te da el Señor tu 
Dios. 

'No mates. 

'No cometas adulterio. 

'No robes. 

'No digas mentiras en perjuicio de tu prójimo. 

'No codicies la casa de tu prójimo: no codicies su mujer, ni su esclavo, ni su esclava, ni su buey, 

ni su asno, ni nada que le pertenezca.' 



And God spoke all these words: 

"I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

"You shall have no other gods before me. 

"You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 
the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the 
third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations 
of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

"You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name. 

"Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither 
you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any 
foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy. 

"Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is 
giving you. 

"You shall not murder. 

"You shall not commit adultery. 

"You shall not steal. 

"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

"You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his 
male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                                              John 2:13-

22 

English liturgist: Rich Holmes   

Solo                                                 “Bittersweet Symphony”                                                 Elliot 
Smith 



SERMON                                              “Even Jesus Got Angry”                                 Rich Holmes  

 

 

~RESPONDING TO THE WORD~ 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spanish version) Padre nuestro, que estás en 
los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad, así en la tierra como 
en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y perdónanos nuestras deudas, así como 
nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos dejes caer en la tentación, mas libranos 
del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, ahora y por siempre. Amén. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                                           Rich Holmes and Elliot 

Smith  

One: Almighty God, accept these hands that bring bread, wine and all our offerings to your 

table, accept these hearts that give thanks, and accept these mouths that give praise.  

*All: With hands, hearts and mouths may our lives be one continual offering to you, our God 

who has blessed us with so much. Amen. 

SHARING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

Invitation  

Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup  

Participating in the Sacrament  

Prayer after Communion                                                                   Rich Holmes and Elliot 

Smith 

One: Gracious God, how can we thank you for such a gift? For you have met us, fed us, drawn 

us to you and bound us to one another. 

*All: Now send us out to share your love and proclaim our hope until Christ comes again. 

Amen.  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

Musical Response                               “Let Us Be Bread”                                          Elliot Smith 



 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                              Mindy Sampson  

*The congregation is asked to join in the responses labeled “All” but to keep their 

microphones muted. The liturgist, Elliot Smith, will keep her microphone on.  


