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March 21, 2021 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                            Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Minute for Mission                                                                                                            Jacque Fletcher 

OPENING PRAYER                                                                            Anne Hays Egan and Bunny 
Bowen 

One: O God in whom we live and move and have our being, we call out to you when we are in 
turmoil, and we ask to bind our hearts to your heart. Help us to come to you in all our 
moments. 
All: Through the power of your Spirit, may ask you to transform us so that we see with your 
vision, love with your love, and welcome all as Christ welcomes us. Amen. 

RESPONSIVE READING                          (from Psalm 51:1-13)        Anne Hays Egan and Bunny Bowen 

One: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions. 
 
All: Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
  

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
 
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in 
your verdict and justified when you judge. 
 
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
 
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 



  

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  Let me 
hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and 
blot out all my iniquity. 
  

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
 
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn back to you 

Opening Hymn                                     “Open Our Eyes, Lord”                    Elliot Smith  

CALL TO CONFESSION                                      Anne Hays Egan and Bunny 
Bowen 

Beloved of God, if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us and we will be able to better 
understand the path that God has for us, and to walk in the light. As we trust in the promise, let 
us now pray confess what we have done to sin against God and our neighbor. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                            

Holy and merciful God, we confess our sins to you and to one another. There are times when 
we have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have been neglectful of 
ourselves and others. In this season of Lent, guide us so that we better understand your will 
for us. Guide us so that we can walk in your light, and share that light with others. Fill us, 
guide, transform us. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                           Anne Hays Egan and Bunny 

Bowen   
Hear these words from Jesus: Hear these words from Jesus: “God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but so that the world might be saved through him.” God so loved 
us and loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son to redeem and transform us. Know 
that your sins are forgiven and be at peace. 

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. Thanks 
be to God! Amen. 

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and 
with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting.  
 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                 Anne Hays Egan and Bunny 
Bowen 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the Scriptures 
are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you have for us 
today.  
  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                                Jeremías 31:31-
34 

Spanish liturgist: Michael Edminster 

El Señor afirma: «Vendrá un día en que haré una nueva alianza con Israel y con Judá. Esta 
alianza no será como la que hice con sus antepasados, cuando los tomé de la mano para 
sacarlos de Egipto; porque ellos quebrantaron mi alianza, a pesar de que yo era su dueño. Yo, el 
Señor, lo afirmo. Ésta será la alianza que haré con Israel en aquel tiempo: Pondré mi ley en su 
corazón y la escribiré en su mente. Yo seré su Dios y ellos serán mi pueblo. Yo, el Señor, lo 
afirmo.  Ya no será necesario que unos a otros, amigos y parientes, tengan que instruirse para 
que me conozcan, porque todos, desde el más grande hasta el más pequeño, me conocerán. Yo 
les perdonaré su maldad y no me acordaré más de sus pecados. Yo, el Señor, lo afirmo.» 

 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband,[a] says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more. 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                                          John 12:20-33 

English liturgist: Bunny Bowen 

Solo                                                      “You Raise Me Up”                                 Elliot Smith 

SERMON                              “Turmoil, Transcendence and Transfiguration”             Anne Hays Egan 
 

~RESPONDING TO THE WORD~ 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A31-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-19724a


We celebrate and affirm that we are all Children of God, 
Each fashioned in our own unique way, to God’s special purpose. 
We affirm that we believe in the Triune God: Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit. 
We believe in the transformational power of God in our lives, 
Our ability to transform others and our communities, and be transformed by those experiences. 
We believe in the sustaining power that exists through our relationships to one another in our 
Community of Faith at LPPC. 
We seek to live out our Christian values of love, justice, and peace in our relationships, living 
out these values. 
All of this, we carry forward in trust and prayer. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                         Anne Hays Egan and Bunny 
Bowen 

(Ecumenical version, adapted) Our Lord god in heaven, hallowed by your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are your now and forever. Amen 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                                 Anne Hays Egan and Bunny 
Bowen 

  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

Musical Response                                 “Stand By Me”                                          Elliot Smith 

                                                                  Charles Albert Tindley 

        
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                            Mindy Sampson  

*The congregation is asked to join in the responses labeled “All” but to keep their 
microphones muted. The liturgist, Bunny Bowen, will keep her microphone on.  

 


