
 

 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

February 7, 2021 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                                      Mindy Sampson                                                                                                                                

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CALL TO WORSHIP            

OPENING PRAYER                   Pastor Rich Holmes  

One: Make yourself known to us in this sacred time, O God, as you have been known to your 

people down through the ages. 

 *All: May your Spirit burn within us, filling us with passion, purifying our whole being, and 

allowing us to glow with the light of Jesus. In his name we pray, Amen. 

RESPONSIVE READING                                from Psalm 147                         Rich Holmes  

One: How good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting to praise the Lord.  

 *All: The Lord builds up Jerusalem; God gathers the exiles of Israel. God heals the 

brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  

One: The Lord sustains the humble, but casts the wicked to the ground.  

*All: Sing to the Lord with great praise. Make music to our God on the harp.   

Opening Hymn                                         “Make Me a Servant”                               Elliot Smith  



 

Call to Confession: Beloved of God, Jesus declared that God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son, so that whoever believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life. As we trust in 

this promise of God’s mercy, let us now confess our sins to God with the confidence that God 

will forgive us.  

Prayer of Confession: Sovereign God, we cannot hide from you the sinfulness of our hearts. 

You know our every thought and deed. You see the evil that we do, and the good we leave 

undone. You see our selfishness and our pride, our petty scheming and our grand designs. 

Pursuing our own desires, we distort your truth. We trust our own knowledge and cleverness 

more than your life-giving Word in Jesus Christ.  

Look upon us with mercy, O God. Forgive our sins and purify our lives. Live and rule in us, by 

your Spirit, that each thought, word and deed may serve your will, through Jesus, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (pastor) Hear the good news of scripture: “At just the right time, 
when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous man, though for a good man, someone might possibly dare to die. But God 
demonstrates his love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Since God 
sent Christ to die on the cross for our sins, know that you are forgiven, and be at peace, Amen.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. Thanks 
be to God! Amen. 
 
SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and 
with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray: 

 *All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 

Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 

have for us today. 

 

 



READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                                      Isaías 40:21-

31 

Spanish liturgist: Dana Howarth 

¿Acaso no lo sabían ustedes? ¿No lo habían oído decir? ¿No se lo contaron desde el principio? 

¿No lo han comprendido desde la creación del mundo? Dios tiene su trono sobre la bóveda que 

cubre la tierra, y ve a los hombres como si fueran saltamontes. Él extiende el cielo como un 

toldo, lo despliega como una tienda de campaña. Él convierte en nada a los grandes hombres y 

hace desaparecer a los jefes de la tierra.  

Son como plantas tiernas, recién plantadas, que apenas han echado raíces en la tierra. Si Dios 

sopla sobre ellos, se marchitan, y el huracán se los lleva como a paja. 

El Dios Santo pregunta: '¿Con quién me van a comparar ustedes? ¿Quién puede ser igual a mí?' 

Levanten los ojos al cielo y miren: ¿Quién creó todo eso? El que los distribuye uno por uno y a 

todos llama por su nombre. Tan grande es su poder y su fuerza que ninguno de ellos falta. 

Israel, pueblo de Jacob, ¿por qué te quejas? ¿Por qué dices: 'El Señor no se da cuenta de mi 

situación; Dios no se interesa por mí'? ¿Acaso no lo sabes? ¿No lo has oído? El Señor, el Dios 

eterno, el creador del mundo entero, no se fatiga ni se cansa; su inteligencia es infinita. Él da 

fuerzas al cansado, y al débil le aumenta su vigor. Hasta los jóvenes pueden cansarse y 

fatigarse, hasta los más fuertes llegan a caer, pero los que confían en el Señor tendrán siempre 

nuevas fuerzas y podrán volar como las águilas; podrán correr sin cansarse y caminar sin 

fatigarse. 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told to you from the beginning? 

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above the circle of 

the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a 

curtain and spreads them like a tent to live in; who brings princes to naught and makes the 

rulers of the earth as nothing.  

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when 



he blows upon them and they wither and the tempest carries them off like stubble. To whom 

will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see. 

Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name, 

because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.  

Who do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right 

hand is disregarded by my God?” Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the 

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his 

understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and grow weary and the young will fall exhausted. But those who wait 

upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings like eagles. They shall 

run and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint. 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                       First Corinthians 9:19-23 

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 

Solo    Variations on Handel’s “Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve”                  Elliot Smith 

SERMON                                               “All Things to All People?”                    Rich Holmes  

~RESPONDING TO THE WORD~ 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spanish version) Padre nuestro, que estás en 

los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad, así en la tierra como 

en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y perdónanos nuestras deudas, así como 

nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos dejes caer en la tentación, mas libranos 

del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, ahora y por siempre. Amén.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION  

One: Gracious God, we bring these tithes and offerings and the gifts of wine and bread to your 

table, knowing that to share our gifts at your table is to dedicate them to you.  

*All: And we remember that whatever face we find at this table is truly the face of Christ. In 

his name we pray. Amen. 



 
 
 
SHARING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Invitation  
Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup  
Participating in the Sacrament  

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

One: Eternal God, through the sharing of this one loaf and one cup, you have made us one with 
Christ and with each other.  

*All: Let us forever live in that unity for the sake of your glory. In the name of Jesus Christ, we 
pray, Amen. 

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

 

Musical Response              “Peace I leave with You, My Friends”                         Elliot Smith  
arranged by Bob Boughton and dedicated to his life and service 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                                                    Mindy Sampson  

*The congregation is asked to join in the responses labeled “All” but to keep their 

microphones muted. The liturgist, Anne Hays Egan, will keep her microphone on.  


