
 

 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

February 14, 2021 

Transfiguration Sunday 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                             Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS             

OPENING PRAYER                        Rich Holmes  

One: At this sacred hour, we open our hearts, our minds, our whole being to you, Creator 

God. 

*All: Fill us with an awareness of your presence. Bind us together in your Spirit and your 

love. Amen.  

RESPONSIVE READING                                from Psalm 50                              Rich Holmes  

One: The mighty one, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun 
to its setting. 
 
*All: Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
 
One: God calls to the heavens above and to the earth in order to judge the people. 
 
*All: The heavens declare God’s righteousness, for God alone is judge.  

 Opening Hymn                         “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”                 Elliot Smith  

 



 

CALL TO CONFESSION: Beloved of God, hear the good news of scripture: “For it is by grace you 
have been saved through faith and this is not from you; it is a gift of God.” As we trust in the 
promise of God’s grace, let us now confess our sins with the confidence that God will forgive us. 
Let us pray.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: God of compassion, in your mercy, you reveal to us the light of your 
glory, but we turn away, distracted by our own plans. We confess that we speak when we 
should listen, and act when we should wait.  
 
Forgive our aimless enthusiasms. Grant us wisdom to live in your light and to follow in the 
way of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (pastor) Hear again the good news of scripture: “The Lord is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” Know 
that God forgives all of your sins and be at peace.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. Thanks 

be to God! Amen.  

 
SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and 
with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 

Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 

have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                             Second Kings 2:1-

12 

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                                     Marcos 9:2-9 

Spanish liturgist: Sally Curro 

 



Seis días después, Jesús se fue a un cerro alto llevándose solamente a Pedro, a Santiago y a 

Juan. Allí, delante de ellos, cambió la apariencia de Jesús. Su ropa se volvió brillante y más 

blanca de lo que nadie podría dejarla por mucho que la lavara. Y vieron a Elías y a Moisés, que 

estaban conversando con Jesús. Pedro le dijo a Jesús:—Maestro, ¡qué bien que estemos aquí! 

Vamos a hacer tres chozas: una para ti, otra para Moisés y otra para Elías. Es que los discípulos 

estaban asustados, y Pedro no sabía qué decir. En esto, apareció una nube y se posó sobre 

ellos. Y de la nube salió una voz, que dijo: «Éste es mi Hijo amado: escúchenlo.» 

 

Al momento, cuando miraron alrededor, ya no vieron a nadie con ellos, sino a Jesús solo. 

Mientras bajaban del cerro, Jesús les encargó que no contaran a nadie lo que habían visto, 

hasta que el Hijo del hombre hubiera resucitado. 

 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 

apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling 

white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with 

Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good to be here; let 

us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what 

to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them and from the cloud there 

came a voice “This is my Son, the Beloved, listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, 

they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus.  

 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had 

seen until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

Special Music                                                                                                               Elliot Smith 

SERMON                                                        “The Shining”                                 Rich Holmes  

~RESPONDING TO THE WORD~ 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)  

 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching 
good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing 
the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, 
forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for 
blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving 
his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless 
life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.  
 



In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and 
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and earth, praying 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers of every time and place, we rejoice that nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version, adapted) Our Lord 

God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

One: Loving God, who are we to present you any gift? As we present you these tithes and 
offerings, look not upon our worthiness to give them to you, we pray, but look instead upon the 
worthiness of Christ, in whose name we give them.  
 
*All: We humbly ask that you would then use them so that his name may be glorified in our 
church, in our community and throughout your whole creation. Amen.  
 

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

Musical Response                 “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                             Elliot Smith 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                              Mindy Sampson  

*The congregation is asked to join in the responses labeled “All” but to keep their 

microphones muted. The liturgist, Anne Hays Egan, will keep her microphone on.  


