
 

 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

January 24, 2021 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                       Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS             

OPENING PRAYER                   Pastor Rich Holmes  

One: God of all goodness, in this hour, the dreamers seek inspiration, the doubting seek faith, 

the anxious seek encouragement, the sorrowful seek comfort, and the weary seek rest. 

 *All: Be present to us in all that we seek, O God, and open our hearts and our minds to all 

that this sacred time with you can be. Amen. 

RESPONSIVE READING                                from Psalm 62                          Rich Holmes  

One: God alone is our rock and our salvation, our fortress. We shall not be shaken. 

*All: On God rests our deliverance and our honor; our mighty rock, our refuge is in God.  

One: One God has spoken; twice have we heard this, that power belongs to God, and steadfast 

love belongs to you, O Lord.  

*All: For you repay all according to their work. 

 Opening Hymn                                  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                              Elliot Smith  

 



Call to Confession: Beloved of God, hear the good news of scripture: “For it is by grace you have 

been saved through faith and this is not from you; it is a gift of God.” As we trust in the promise 

of God’s grace, let us now confess our sins with the confidence that God will forgive us. Let us 

pray.  

*Prayer of Confession: Merciful God, you are the Creator of all, yet we confess that we have 

not served you with the fullness of commitment you deserve. You call, but we fail to listen. 

You ask us to follow, but we go our own way. You offer us new life, but we tread old, familiar 

paths that are empty and barren. 

In your mercy, loving God, forgive our sin. Replace our waywardness with faithful trust. 

Renew our spirits and free us from the grip of sin. Lead us to follow in the footsteps of Christ, 

our Lord and Savior. Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (pastor) Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of 
full acceptance that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in 
his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin and alive to all that is good. I declare to you 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. Thanks 
be to God! Amen. 
 
SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and 
with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 

Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 

have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                                      Jonah 3:1-5, 

10  

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                                       Marcos 1:14-20 

Spanish liturgist: Judie Hendry 

 



Después que Juan fue encarcelado, Jesús vino a Galilea predicando el evangelio del reino de 

Dios, diciendo: El tiempo se ha cumplido, y el reino de Dios se ha acercado; arrepentíos, y creed 

en el evangelio.  

 

Andando junto al mar de Galilea, vio a Simón y a Andrés su hermano, que echaban la red en el 

mar; porque eran pescadores. Y les dijo Jesús: Venid en pos de mí, y haré que seáis pescadores 

de hombres. Y dejando luego sus redes, le siguieron. Pasando de allí un poco más adelante, vio 

a Jacobo hijo de Zebedeo, y a Juan su hermano, también ellos en la barca, que remendaban las 

redes. Y luego los llamó; y dejando a su padre Zebedeo en la barca con los jornaleros, le 

siguieron.  

 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 

saying “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe the 

good news.”  

 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 

into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them “Follow me and I will make you 

fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little 

farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending 

the nets. Immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 

hired men, and followed him. 

Special Music                                 “Feeling Good”                                                   Elliot Smith 

SERMON                                                   “Fishing for People”                                 Rich Holmes  

~RESPONDING TO THE WORD~ 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of Belhar) We believe in the triune God, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit. 

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the 

entire human race.  

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and 

through Jesus Christ; we believe that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the 

light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the 

church is witness by both word and deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which 

righteousness dwells.  

We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the 



destitute, the poor and the wronged. We believe that God calls the church to follow God in 

this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry.  

We believe that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, 

which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against 

any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-

flowing stream.  

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory 

forever and ever.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version, adapted) Our Lord God 

in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

One: Almighty God, the hands that dedicate these gifts to you are not always clean hands or 

gentle hands. They are also hands that cover ears to the cries of your children, hands that are 

clenched in fists of anger, and hands that point fingers of self-righteous judgment. 

*All: But do not remember these things, we pray, as we present you these gifts. See only 

hands that do the work of Christ, so that you would accept what they present you in his 

name. Amen. 

 

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

Musical Response      “Lord, You Have Come/Pescador de Hombres”               Elliot Smith 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                              Mindy Sampson  

*The congregation is asked to join in the responses labeled “All” but to keep their 

microphones muted. The liturgist, Anne Hays Egan, will keep her microphone on.  


