
 

 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

January 10, 2021 

Baptism of the Lord 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                       Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS             

OPENING PRAYER                   Pastor Rich Holmes  

One: We enter the presence of the holy, the divine, the sacred. We come to be washed clean, 

to be renewed, to be forgiven, to reconnect.  

*All: In this time of worship, be the answer to all that we seek, O God. Fill us with your Spirit, 

and make us pure as you are pure, holy as you are holy and loving as you are loving, Amen.  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                        from Psalm 29                                     Rich Holmes  

One: Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 
*All: The voice of the Lord is over the waters. The God of glory thunders, the Lord, over the 
mighty waters. 
 
One: The Lord sits enthroned over the flood. The Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
 
*All: May the Lord give strength to God’s people! May the Lord bless God’s people forever!  

Opening Hymn                                               “Cool Water”                                                   Elliot Smith  

 



Call to Confession: Beloved of God, Jesus declared that God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that whoever believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life. As we trust in 
this promise of God’s mercy, let us now confess our sins to God with the confidence that God 
will forgive us. 
 

Prayer of Confession: Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making 
us part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves, 
separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges, 
and show reluctance to welcome one another; we allow the past to hold us hostage.  
 
In your loving kindness, have mercy on us, and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises 
you make in baptism so that we may walk in new life, and live together in grace. Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (pastor) Hear the promise of scripture: “By sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, God condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh, but 
according to the Spirit.” Because of what God has done in Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. Thanks 

be to God! Amen.  

 
* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, 
and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 
have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                                        Genesis 1:1-

5  

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                                          Marcos 1:4-11 

Spanish liturgist: Anne Hays Egan 

Y así se presentó Juan el Bautista en el desierto; decía a todos que debían volverse a Dios y ser 
bautizados, para que Dios les perdonara sus pecados.Todos los de la región de Judea y de la 
ciudad de Jerusalén salían a oírlo. Confesaban sus pecados, y Juan los bautizaba en el río 



Jordán. La ropa de Juan estaba hecha de pelo de camello, y se la sujetaba al cuerpo con un 
cinturón de cuero; y comía langostas y miel del monte. En su proclamación decía: 'Después de 
mí viene uno más poderoso que yo, que ni siquiera merezco agacharme para desatarle la correa 
de sus sandalias. Yo los he bautizado a ustedes con agua; pero él los bautizará con el Espíritu 
Santo.' 

Por aquellos días, Jesús salió de Nazaret, que está en la región de Galilea, y Juan lo bautizó en el 
Jordán. En el momento de salir del agua, Jesús vio que el cielo se abría y que el Espíritu bajaba 
sobre él como una paloma. Y se oyó una voz del cielo, que decía: 'Tú eres mi Hijo amado, a 
quien he elegido.' 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 

he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 

the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 

the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

Special Music                      “Down to the River to Pray”                                        Elliot Smith 

SERMON                                                   “Taking Our Place”                                 Rich Holmes  

~RESPONDING TO THE WORD~ 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)  

 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching 
good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing   
the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, 
forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for 
blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving 
his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless 
life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.  
 



In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and 
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and earth, praying 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers of every time and place, we rejoice that nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version, adapted) Our Lord God 

in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
OFFERING and OFFERTORY 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
 
One: Almighty God, you give us families and friends that surround us with love; you bring forth 
food from the earth and sea. You give us minds to think of ways to help each other and 
overcome obstacles. You give us tongues to express your praise. 
 
*All: You bless us with all that we need, O God, and now we return these gifts to you as a sign 
of our thankfulness. Bless them and use them in Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
 

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

Musical Response                 “I’ve Just Come from the Fountain”                        Elliot Smith 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                              Mindy Sampson  

*The congregation is asked to join in the responses labeled “All” but to keep their 

microphones muted. The liturgist, Anne Hays Egan, will keep her microphone on.  


