
 

 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                  Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS             

OPENING PRAYER                              Pastor Rich Holmes  

One: The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

*All: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come and may we walk in the light of 

the Lord.  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                        from Psalm 89                                     Rich Holmes  

One: We will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord. From age to age our mouths will 
proclaim your faithfulness.  
 
*All: Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, your faithfulness in the assembly of the 
holy ones. 
 
One: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne. Steadfast love and 
faithfulness go before you.  
 
*All: Blessed be the Lord forever. Amen and Amen.  

 Opening Hymn                                       “Voice in the Distance”                                           Elliot Smith  



Call to Confession: Beloved of God, hear these words of scripture: “If anyone does sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only ours, but also for the sins of the whole world.” As we trust in this promise, let 
us now confess our sins to God with the confidence that through the blood of Christ, God will 
forgive us.  
 
*Prayer of Confession: God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light 
shining in darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news 
to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for 
less.  
 
Free us from the slavery of our sin, we pray, and forgive the hardness of our hearts. May the 
gift of Jesus Christ bring our hearts new life and through us fill the world with your love. 
Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (pastor) Hear the words of the apostle Paul: “I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” As we trust that we 
too have been crucified with Christ, we know that our sins are also nailed to the cross with 
Christ. Know that your sins are forgiven, and be at peace. 

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. Thanks 

be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, 

and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 

Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 

have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                 Second Samuel 7:1-11, 16  

English liturgist: Rich Holmes  

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                                           Lucas 1:46-55 

Spanish liturgist: Michael Edminster 



María dijo: “Mi alma alaba la grandeza del Señor. Mi espíritu se alegra en Dios mi Salvador, 
porque Dios ha puesto sus ojos en mí, su humilde esclava, y desde ahora me llamarán dichosa; 
porque el Todopoderoso ha hecho en mí grandes cosas. ¡Santo es su nombre! Dios tiene 
siempre misericordia de quienes le honran. Actuó con todo su poder: deshizo los planes de los 
orgullosos, derribó a los reyes de sus tronos y puso en alto a los humildes. Llenó de bienes a los 
hambrientos y despidió a los ricos con las manos vacías. Ayudó al pueblo de Israel, su siervo, y 
no se olvidó de tratarlo con misericordia. Así lo había prometido a nuestros antepasados, a 
Abraham y a sus futuros descendientes.” 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call 
me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is 
for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he 
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful 
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent 
the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according 
to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

Special Music                                    “ Let It Be”                                                        Elliot Smith  

SERMON                                                 “Along Comes Mary”                     Rich Holmes  

~RESPONDING TO THE WORD~ 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of Belhar)  

 

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for 
the church through Word and Spirit. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the 
communion of saints called from the entire human race. 
 
We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and 
through Jesus Christ; we believe that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the 
church is witness by both word and deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 
 
We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the 
destitute, the poor and the wronged. We believe that God calls the church to follow God in 
this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry.  
 
We believe that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, 
which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against 
any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.  



 
Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory 
forever and ever.  
 
WELCOMING A NEW MEMBER 
 
Eloise Sanchez is joining LPPC today by Reaffirmation of Faith 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version, adapted) Our Lord God 

in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION  

 
One: Almighty God, these gifts that we bring you are not part of an effort to earn your grace or 
to buy your love, but they are our response to your love and grace that overflows all around us.  
 
All: For this love and grace, O God, we can never stop showing you our gratitude, as we show 
it both in what we give and in how we live. Amen.  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

Musical Response                            “Advent Jazz Medley”                                    Elliott Smith 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                         Mindy Sampson  

*The congregation is asked to join in the responses labeled “All” but to keep their 

microphones muted. The liturgist, Anne Hays Egan, will keep her microphone on.  


