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The Heart of it All 

 

My December report to the Session was one line: 

“Stewardship is at the heart of it all.” 

 

This January marks the beginning of our ninth 

year of ministry together. You called me as your 

designated pastor in January of 2011. One of the 

major challenges we faced was strengthening the 

financial foundations of this congregation. I was 

happy to work with you on church budgets, and I 

said from the get go: “This really is an issue of 

faith and money.” 

 

Stewardship is an understanding that all we have 

and all we are come to us as gifts from God. As 

stewards, we are entrusted with a life and 

resources that are ours to care for and to share. 

The first movement of stewardship is gratitude, 

gratefulness for all we have been given. Out of 

this gratitude grows the second movement of 

generosity. I believe generosity is a key marker of 

our spiritual health. 

 

When it comes to Las Placitas Presbyterian 

Church, what I hear from you is gratitude. 

Gratitude for the welcome you receive here. 

Gratitude for what this family of faith means to 

you. Gratitude for the ministry we do and for the 

hospitality we extend within this community. 

Gratitude for my ministry as your pastor and for 

the beauty that is here in this place. 

 

From our gratitude, flows our generosity. The 

Session has sent you a letter asking you to 

reconsider your pledge for 2019. They are asking 

you to step up together, to increase your giving, 

and to finally fully fund the ministry of this 

church. It is time you do this, and you can. God 

gives us all the resources we need to do the work 

God calls us to do.  

 

Stewardship is at the heart of it all. 

 

Drew 

      

 Happy New Year, 

 

 

      

         

 

 

 

January 2019 

Worship Services 

 

January 6 - Epiphany of the Lord - Isaiah 

60:1-6 & Ephesians 3:1-12  “The Mystery of 

Christ” 

 

January 13 - Baptism of the Lord - Isaiah 

43:1-7 & Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  “Through the 

Waters” 

 

January 20 -  Second Sunday after Epiphany 

- 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, John 2:1-11  

“Cuando se acaba el vino” 

 

January 27 - Third Sunday after Epiphany - 1 

Corinthians 12:12-31, Luke 4:14-21 “Gifted” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Adult Forums 

 

January Adult Forum – Back to Basics 

This coming Spring the youth of LPPC will 

be preparing for confirmation by looking at a 

series of “big questions” about faith and 

discipleship.  During January, the Adult 

Forum will look at some of the same 

materials and questions that the youth will be 

exploring: 
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Session 1 – “Looking Again at the Apostles’     

Creed” 

Session 2 - "Repent and Believe"  

 Trusting in the gracious mercy of 

God, do you turn from the ways of 

sin and renounce evil and its 

power in the world? 

 Who is your Lord and Savior? 

Session 3 - "Discipleship and Service" 

 Will you be Christ’s faithful 

disciple, obeying his Word and 

showing his love” 

 Will you devote yourself to the 

church’s teaching and fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers? 

The Adult Forum meets at approximately 

9:15 a.m., following the early service, in the 

Upper Room. 

January 6 – “What is Epiphany?” 

January 13 – “Looking Again at the 

Apostles’ Creed” 

January 20 – “Repent and Believe” 

January 27 – “Discipleship and Service” 

______________________________________ 

 

Deacons 

 

Thanks from the Deacons. Thank you to the entire 

congregation for supporting the Community 

Thanksgiving Baskets.  In cooperation with Casa 

Rosa, we were able to distribute 63 boxes of 

nutritious food. Geri Escarcida efficiently led the 

LPPC team again. The cheery centerpiece mats 

made by Roxie Westdyk were certainly 

appreciated by the food recipients. Thanks to all 

the volunteers who helped and especially the 

youth from Bernalillo 4H.' 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Committee 

Thanks to all the sewers for a wonderful selection 

of bags. Also thanks to the volunteers who 

manned our booth at the Placitas Holiday Sale. 

Another thanks to the folks who had the bags out 

for sale after church services in December. The 

mini-minis, minis, small, & mediums sold the 

best. The large & wine bags not so much. I have 

given purchasing the material, cutting out, 

sewing, asking sewers to help, and putting in the 

ribbons for the gift bags for 2019 to Geri & 

Yvonne. I will continue with the paperwork. Any 

questions about the bags contact Sue at 505-404- 

1705, suehoff722@cableone.net. Thanks again 

to all those who helped with the gift bags for 

2018.'   

 

 

How you can help: Your gifts to DR000165 

(U.S. Wildfires) will ensure that PDA has 

adequate resources to support the recovery. Gift 

of the Heart kits are a hands-on way to help others 

and a fun project for the Advent season; hygiene 

kits and school kits will especially be needed in 

California. As people of faith we seek comfort, 

support, and direction from God. We ask that you 

join your spirits with ours as we walk with our 

California neighbors through the valley of the 

shadow. Presbyterian Mission Agency, an agency 

of the Presbyterian Church; 100 Witherspoon 

Street, Louisville, KY 40202; 800-728-7228 | 

502-569-5000.’ Questions please 

see Sue E. Hoff, Mission Committee Chair. 

 

_______________________________________ 
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Member Profile 

Rev. KARL GUSTAFSON 

Karl Gustafson was born in Chicago, IL and spent 

his childhood and school years in North Haven, 

CT. After graduating high school, Karl attended 

Dickinson College in Carlisle, PA. During the 

summer of 1970, he was one of the many college 

interns who worked as volunteer staff at Ghost 

Ranch in New Mexico, which is where he and 

Katherine met. After graduating with degrees in 

religion and art, he married Katherine and they 

moved to Indiana where she had landed a job with 

the Cummins Diesel Co.  They lived near the 

town of Nashville. While there, Karl worked for 

a different branch of Cummins as laborer and 

foreman for the landscaping crew, among other 

things. Having had some time and space to 

consider his future goals, he decided he was ready 

to pursue his religious studies. 

 

Karl was accepted at the United Theological 

Seminary of the Twin Cities in New Brighton, 

MN and earned his Masters of Divinity 4 years 

later.  He was called to the First Presbyterian 

Church in Albert Lea, MN as their Associate 

Pastor.  Three years later, Karl and Katherine 

moved their family to Williamsburg, OH where 

he served as Pastor of the 200-year-old First 

Presbyterian church. He led that congregation for 

7 years before taking a new post in Huntington, 

West Virginia, where the culture and economics 

of Appalachia were even more prevalent. Karl 

served as Associate Pastor and the leader of 

Community Ministries, aiding the urban 

homeless, initiating their Habitat for Humanity 

program, and leading the Campus Ministry and 

the Adult Education programs (150 people 

attended every Sunday).  Four years later, he 

decided to accept a new challenge as pastor of 2 

small rural churches (160 and 30 members) in 

central Maine that were part of a cooperative 

network within the larger Presbyterian parish.  

Karl rose to the many challenges of supporting 

numerous congregations in an isolated rural 

community suffering economic collapse as the  

 

lumber industry and paper mills withdrew from 

the area. For 13 years, he and Katherine raised 

their sons (through their school years), living in a 

lovely old house on a large, quiet property 

complete with a barn. This was his favorite job 

since they lived there longest and he loves Maine, 

After that, he was offered the position as pastor 

of a small church outside of Boston, Mass, where 

he worked for another 9 years before “retiring” to 

New Mexico.  

 

Because his father was one of the early seminar 

leaders at Ghost Ranch, Karl has been coming 

there since 1958. It was a natural progression for 

him to consider retiring here.  His own parents 

had retired to Albuquerque. One of his sisters and 

his brother have been in NM since the mid-70s. 

He and Katherine moved to Rio Rancho in 2012.   

 

Their son Eric lives in Fairfax, VA with his wife, 

Jackie, where he is a visiting professor teaching 

art and architectural history at Washington & Lee 

University. Son Mark is a lawyer living in 

Victoria, British Columbia with his wife, Jaela 

and daughter Kajsa. 

 

Karl fondly remembers his guided tour of 

Franciscan sites through the Italian Umbria area 

led by his son Eric, who is an expert on medieval 

Italian architecture as well as the weeks of travel 

throughout eastern South Africa in 1999, shortly 

after the demise of apartheid, as part of the first 

joint meetings of their previously separate black 

and white presbyteries. Future trips on his Bucket 

List would include Spain, England, Sweden and 

a return to Italy. 

 

Karl’s abiding passion is wood sculpture.  He 

likes to create abstract forms from wood, and has 

a fully equipped studio with all the carving and 

shaping tools. One of the few wistful regrets he 

has in looking back over a full life is that he didn’t 



 
 
 
Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  •  7 Paseo de San Antonio Rd / P.O. Box 768  •  Placitas, NM 87043  •  505.867.5718     

lasplacitaschurch.org 

 

give more attention to his woodworking art 

and/or furniture making. Reflecting that, the 2 

people he says he would have most liked to meet 

are wood sculptors Henry Moore and Barbara 

Hepworth, whose purist abstracts are displayed in 

museums around the world. Karl, in fact, 

regularly volunteers as a docent at the Museum of 

Contemporary Native Art in Santa Fe. 

 

In case of an impending wildfire, he would not try 

to save any material things except for photos and 

important papers. On the other hand, he would 

not want to live without certain favorite books, 

his woodworking tools, his morning cup of 

coffee, music of all types, or open space and 

landscapes surrounding him. He also greatly 

enjoyed mentoring college-age theology students 

and interns during his time in Boston.  

 

After a lifetime of experience with churches large 

and small, urban and rural, Karl was attracted to 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church because he 

sensed it was a very grounded place with good 

people and sufficient resources to accomplish its 

missions.  As LPPC’s Parish Associate, he finds 

himself involved in church activities of all sorts, 

primarily as the leader of the twice-monthly Bible 

Study on Thursday mornings, as support to Pastor 

Drew’s duties, and as occasional Sunday morning 

preacher. He got great joy and satisfaction from 

his role as supervisor to the pastoral intern 

Edward Lewis last summer, and would welcome 

a chance to mentor someone again.  

 

Wendy Ingram 

Joan Chewning 

 


