
 

 

 

 

Greetings from Pastor Rich  
December 3, 2020   

 

Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo!  

The other night, I was watching a documentary from 2009 about a historical event which I am 

ashamed to say I have never heard of. It concerned a tragic event that took place at Wichita 

State University back in 1970. Back in the fall of that year, the football team from Wichita State 

was traveling to Logan, Utah to play a game against Utah State. The team was traveling aboard 

a pair of charter planes. One of the planes landed safely, but the other did not. Half the team 

from Wichita State perished when their plane crashed in a remote area in the mountains of 

Colorado.  

The most moving scene from the documentary was about a man named Howard, who is the 

father of one of the athletes who perished in the crash. Howard was 83 at the time of the 

documentary, but he still journeyed a long way from his home to the mountainous wilderness 

of Colorado to visit the site where his son’s plane crashed in 1970. He took this journey in the 

hope that if he could get there before he died, he would find healing. 

Howard’s story reminded me a little of the story of Advent. Who among us doesn’t know the 

pain of this world all too well? We carry around disappointment because relationships we once 

valued ended in betrayal, neglect, or abuse. We carry around physical pain because of broken 

bodies that ache and have parts that become weaker and stiffer with each passing day. We 

carry around a sense of outrage because diseases and natural disasters bring death and 

destruction to good and bad people alike. We carry around a sense of guilt because we have 

treated others in dehumanizing ways, and a sense of shame because we have been 

dehumanized ourselves. We carry around innumerable negative emotions because the 

darkness of this world manifests itself in our lives in innumerable ways. 

But despite all this, during this season of Advent, we are reminded that we are on a journey. 

We are on a journey to a day when the reign of God in this world will be complete, when we 

are promised we will find healing. I hope you will take some time to reflect on this during this 



season of Advent and I hope these reflections will fill you with a sense of hope that the 

darkness of this world can never extinguish.  

This Sunday, December 6, will be the Second Sunday of Advent. Our scripture readings will be 

Isaiah 40:1-11 and Mark 1: 1-8. Remember that this is also the first Sunday of the month, so we 

will be celebrating communion together. I look forward to seeing you all on Zoom at 9am!  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich          

 


