
 

 

 Greetings from 
Pastor Rich  
January 28, 2021  
 

Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo!  

Today I want to address something that is a concern at LPPC, which is that we currently have a 

shortage of people willing to serve as deacons. As I write this email, it appears that by the time 

we hold our annual meeting this Sunday, we will still have vacancies on the Board of Deacons 

that need to be filled.  

Our Presbyterian Book of Order states that the ministry of deacons “is one of compassion, 

witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the 

sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or 

anyone in distress.” It is hard to think of a greater honor than being ordained to the office of 

deacon. If you are nominated to be a deacon, what is being said about you is that you follow 

closely in the footsteps of Jesus, and as a Christian, I don’t know anything better that can be 

said about a Christian than that.  

I am aware that some people worry that accepting a nomination to the Board of Deacons may 

mean they end up with a huge time commitment on their hands and little time for other things 

such as family, friends, a career or other things that give meaning to your life. But don’t worry! 

As a deacon, I promise you that you won’t be asked to give up your life, you will just be asked to 

give what you can. One of the best pieces of advice I ever got about the ministry was this: “Rich, 

don’t try to be the Savior of the world. This world already has a Savior. It doesn’t need another 

one.” I think that’s good advice for everyone. If you are nominated to be a deacon, don’t worry 

about giving up your life to save the world. Jesus already gave up his life to save the world, and 

he’s the only Savior we’ll ever need.   

If you are nominated to be a Deacon, please think about what an honor it is to be nominated, 

and please give its acceptance prayerful consideration. We don’t need you to be Jesus, but we 

do need your help.  



This Sunday, our scripture readings will be Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 and First Corinthians 8: 1-13. 

My sermon is titled “But What If They’re Wrong?” I hope you will join us by Zoom at 9am and 

please don’t forget our annual congregational meeting afterwards.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich 

 


