
 

 

 

 Greetings from 
Pastor Rich 
May 21, 2021  
Pentecost 
Graduation 
 

Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo!  

LPPC Friends, I want to remind all of you that this Sunday we will be celebrating two events. 

First, we will be celebrating the accomplishments of all those graduates from high school, 

college and other institutions who are connected to our church in some way. Second, we are 

also celebrating Pentecost, which is the day when the church was born as the Holy Spirit came 

among the twelve apostles. (By the way, the color we use for Pentecost is red, so if you own 

something red, it would help our celebration if you remember to wear it to church!)  

I think it is fitting that we celebrate these two events together. As we remember the birth of 

the church on Pentecost, it is natural for us to think about the future of the church, just as our 

thoughts naturally turn to our own futures whenever we celebrate our own birthdays. Some 

people look at the dwindling membership rolls and dwindling budgets of mainline Protestant 

churches, and they think the church has a bleak future. My friends, I don’t buy it! Anyone who 

thinks that way just needs to take one look at these graduates.  

I know that the church of the future will not look like the church of the present. Just as the 

church of today is not my father’s church, the church of tomorrow will not look very much like 

the church I know now. But when I look at my daughter Sophia who is graduating from high 

school next Wednesday, I think about another time I had doubts about the future. Eighteen 

years ago when I held a little baby girl in my arms, I didn’t think I had what it takes to raise a 

child. I know my wife felt the same way. But somehow God saw us through all the mistakes we 

made as parents to raise what is now an amazing young woman. I know that when I see her in 

her cap and gown next Wednesday it will be a reminder to me that God is in charge of the 

future, not us, and the very same God is in charge of the future of the church. 



This Sunday, our scripture readings will be Ezekiel 37: 1-14 and Acts 2: 1-21. My sermon will be 

titled “Happy Birthday to the Church!” Please join us either in person or by Zoom at 10:30. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich    

 


