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Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo!  

The other day I was in a line of cars at a popular restaurant, when I suddenly became 

distracted. I was completely focused on what I was doing as I waited behind the other people in 

cars who were lined up to get their orders. But when I got to the front of the line, I suddenly 

saw a roadrunner in front of my car. Since this was only the second roadrunner I’ve seen since 

I’ve been in New Mexico, I took out my phone and frantically started snapping pictures of this 

odd creature.  

I don’t know how long I was snapping pictures. But I was doing it for long enough that by the 

time I was able to focus my attention back on getting my food, I felt the need to apologize to 

the man who was trying to serve me. “I’m sorry, sir, but you see, there’s a roadrunner in front 

of my car.” 

“I know” he said, unimpressed. “He needs to get a job.” 

What happened between me and the man trying to serve me? Clearly, it was a clash in 

perspectives. On one hand, there was some weird guy with an Ohio license tag for whom 

roadrunners are exotic and interesting. On the other hand, there was a guy who has lived here 

for a long time, and for whom roadrunners are not only uninteresting, but even nuisances. (I 

suppose that’s what he meant by saying “He needs to get a job”). I’m sure that given enough 

time, roadrunners will eventually become a lot less interesting to me, too. But in that single 

moment in time, I had a hard time understanding this man’s perspective and I’m sure he had a 

hard time understanding mine.   

At times, we believe that when there is a clash in perspectives, at least one person must be 

wrong. We believe this, for example, when two people disagree over matters of math and 

science. If I say that the answer to a particular math problem is 2 and you say it’s 3, at least one 



of us must be wrong. But when a clash of perspectives happens in matters of personal taste 

over things like music, art and food, we don’t think someone has to be wrong. If I like Chopin 

and you don’t, that doesn’t make me right and you wrong. Your taste is just different from 

mine.  

So, what happens when we have a clash in perspectives about God? Is this more like a 

disagreement in matters of math and science, or is it more like a disagreement in matters of 

personal taste? In other words, is it a kind of disagreement where at least one person must be 

wrong, or is it a kind of disagreement where both people can be right? Well, I don’t think I 

would be much of a pastor if I didn’t think that at least some of the time when people speak 

about God, it is possible for them to say things that are false. For example, if I heard someone 

preach that God hates somebody, I wouldn’t hesitate to say this is false. God doesn’t hate 

anybody. But I think it is important that the bible includes four separate gospels and not just 

one, because at different times, God can appear to us in different ways. 

When I am talking to someone and we end up having a clash in perspectives about God, what 

do I do? I may end up deciding that one of us must be right and the other is wrong, but I try not 

to do this too quickly. I first try to see if maybe the two of us aren’t just seeing two different 

sides of God, because the God who is beyond all our thoughts and imagination surely has many 

different sides.  

This Sunday, January 24, our scripture readings will be Jonah 3: 1-5, 10 and Mark 1: 14-20. My 

sermon will be titled “Fishing for People”. I look forward to seeing you at 9am on Zoom.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich    

 


