
 

See the difference that you can make through the 
Dignity Kits Mission  

Dear Friends, 

For the sixth time since December 2020, we received so many donations we were pleased 
we had to rent a truck last week with enough capacity to haul the 6,000-pound load of 
Dignity Kits, food, and other donated items to El Paso for distribution to the shelters housing 
asylum seekers in Ciudad Juarez.  Thanks to your continued support and generosity, our 
volunteer truck drivers, Ed and Sally Gosnell, delivered 1,050 Dignity Kits (which included 
150 from the United Church of Los Alamos), 232 cases of food, 25 boxes of clothing, 
children’s books, diapers, backpacks, tote bags, belts, flipflops, shoes, towels, blankets, as 
well as bags of baseball caps, a toaster, and two sewing machines. Ed and Sally 
characterized their experience as "amazing." There were 24 volunteers, including four from 
University Presbyterian Church in El Paso, at Dr. Moya’s house on Thursday to unload the 
truck when they arrived. Several of the volunteers, including Dr. Moya, started loading their 
vehicles immediately to shuttle food and other items that afternoon to the shelters in Juarez.  

We were fortunate to accompany Dr. Moya to Juarez to do just that that afternoon. We 
stopped for lunch along the way at a restaurant in Juarez, where we met Marisa Limon 
Garza (Deputy Director of Hope Border Institute), Omar Rios (Humanitarian Support 
Coordinator at the Hope Border Institute), Father Javier (from Seton Hall University), and 
later Dominican Sister Gabriele Duran. We had an informative roundtable discussion with 
these dedicated caring well-informed people about the migrant situation in Juarez and the 
humanitarian efforts underway along the border. Following that meeting we went to 
Respettrans, a shelter that receives no government support and houses approximately 230 
migrants and asylum seekers. We delivered food and children’s books we had brought down 
from New Mexico and Sister Gabriele delivered children’s activity tables donated by Save 
the Children. The shelter director, Grecia Herrera, greeted us, presented a "Certificado 
Agradecimiento" to the Placitas community, and gave us a tour of the facility. It is a four-story 
building, which was housing 227 people on that day, mostly in large open bays. The 
residents included 70 children. The shelter is in dire need of a refrigerator and stainless-steel 
table in the kitchen and tables and chairs for the dining area. Thanks to the United Church of 
Los Alamos the 48-inch gas range top had been installed (picture attached) and was in use 
and a chest freezer donated by a friend and donor from Santa Fe was filled with food. It was 
an emotional rollercoaster ride for us. It was heartwarming to witness the efforts of those 
dedicated hardworking individuals who provide services and goods to those who are so 
desperate; however, it was heartbreaking to see and meet so many people who have not 
much more than the clothes on their backs and who have witnessed and, in some cases, 
experienced firsthand so much violence and deprivation in their homelands and along the 
way to what they hope and pray is a better life for them and their families in the United 
States. The need is so great and yet we believe by continuing what we do, we can help 
reinforce their faith and hope that a better life is ahead. Thank you so much for what you all 
are doing in support of this mission. We can make a difference. 

The following morning, we met with Fabiola Ekleberry, a therapist with the Trauma & 
Resiliency Borderland Institute in El Paso. She described the work they are doing to address 



the psychological damage many migrants incur trying to survive under the threat of violence 
and deprivation. The uncertainty surrounding their very existence everyday takes its toll. 
Providing comfort and hope in any way we can is at the heart of the Dignity Mission. 

We have attached pictures of the wonderful crews in Placitas and El Paso who loaded and 
unloaded the truck, as well as photos of Dr. Moya and Sister Gaby, Dr. Moya and Padre 
Javier, some of the shelters that receive your donations, and some of the residents of those 
shelters.  

The list of needed items aside from the bigger ticket items we mentioned earlier remains the 
same: 

Diapers, baby wipes, whole milk powder, NIDO Fortificado Dry Milk, backpacks, tote 
bags, towels, underwear (all sizes for children, small and medium for adults), socks, 
shoes/flipflops, T-shirts, school supplies, children’s activity books, puzzles, games, 
toys. 

We can no longer accept plastic bags. (The lady in El Paso who was weaving them into 
floor mats is no longer doing it.) 

We also can no longer accept used clothing except for gently used T-shirts, towels, belts, 
hats, and shoelaces. 

 Monetary donations are always welcome, and they can be made in one of two ways: 

1. A check written to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church with Dignity Mission noted in the 
memo line and mailed to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 768, Placitas, NM 
87043. 

2. On-line giving by going to www.lasplacitaschurch.org. Click on "More" in the top right-
hand corner of the Home Page, click on "GIVE" on the drop-down menu, click on 
"CLICK HERE TO GIVE", scroll down the "LPPC Donation" page to the heading "Your 
Gift" and click on "Choose a Fund", scroll down to the bottom of the list and click on 
"Mission/Dignity Kits", enter your name and an amount and click on either "Credit Card" 
or "Bank Account". Complete the form and submit. 

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, Aug 15th, to attend a special gathering at Las 
Placitas Presbyterian Church at 11:00 AM to recognize and hear Dr. Eva Moya, who will 
speak to us about the efforts at the border to bring comfort and dignity to those fleeing 
danger in their homelands. More information will be forthcoming. 

Warm regards, 

Jack & Cheryl 

Jack and Cheryl Ferrell  
17 Sunset Blvd., Placitas, NM 87043  
505-867-2242 

"Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive 
out hate; only love can do that." 

   —Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lasplacitaschurch.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6bb8ec3815c8417377fb08d93ccbe162%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637607668634341367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=olF5KV9CMWr0p%2BUCmIYml4UTDflE6Emu2bHOK34nzpg%3D&reserved=0

